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o! the fair Ground. on which to con.truct an air port,most of 

bring done "ith relief workers, and today we find an .... oplane -• --by Carl SheEt . of larl1nton !lBking .. lmo.t daPy run ... bout ov er thE 

costly for plE ... ur e,th1. plane no doubt i. the Ur.t a eroplane to 

b. boU6ht in the county;Pocailonta. county h ... =y lev el fields from which 

. 
aer oplanes can start and land t herefor e it sEems that the use of a eroplanes 

in pocahont ... County i. in its infancy,and it 1. tbought by many that they 

< 
rlll r~1ace the 8lltoItObl l e to a certain e:xtent . B€sldES Carl She€:t8,Wa~ -
!:a.8'O~18 leeming. to fly,and ~ III is in government service,bis unc

le ':'bOalS Sclth lost his life in gove.rnment training b t 9 a ou I 39,g1v1ng his 

lU'r for the advancement of the Aeroplane i n private lif e .. s . well as de!' ense. 

GovernmEnt mai l planes pass OVEr P ocahontae County daily and it is 

b"l'c..d. tbat in the near future l'7e will have Air Mail service out of th e coun-

" • txlJ1ql UXll;UXlOOlHjSKU~K1ilillXl:ll! . 

J 
lIIl!jI~XK1!Xl!l!l!jIX =l!fUK¥Kli!UOlJ 

B rv Ed by the Pocahontas Tel ephone Company pocabonta a County 1s ( 

tnt of James BEar, tb el r 11n f a cover1ns almost th e entir e 

or' o! \1". oou.n t.y,W1.tb 214 hour • rv1.oe through tbe llar linton switch board 

00 .. \ \ \1 oounty . it ('ping this line u.p 

,.« 'I I 

oou.n"y tLnd tt Uxx out of th 

t ~ 1 .rr.l0~. of m&n~ 
I labol' rD,Mc1 1.t i . by th" lin 0 that the 

" IO ln .thl. .. h.al 1 .t S oowunl 
mtlUl t 0. lot to the growth 

,,, 

/1 

) 



~_.,~,.c' & lndUGtry .S.a .S.!!1U.boro.l7 .va.?OCMonta. co. 

the county,and at one t1me Sr:t;. or more of the hom • • of the county 

• telephOne but when the depreas10n came along about I93I many of them 

takCIl out or cut off and at the preaent t1me moat of the phone. are fo ... 

und 1n the town. aa many rural commun1t1 ea are w1thout t elephone aerv1ce U 

altogather or only one or two where th ere use to be from 30 
to 4o,,~ut due to 

, th e seall income of the farmers they were forc ed to discontinue the service 

that tb£y sa great ly nEeded, Especially in casES of t merg€D.ci€s. 

The tr.o pOv.er linES that serve 

._-----... "---
;rtt portion of the county ,thls has meant much to the county not only for lig-

t:~e but the many ma.cblnes that it runs taki ng the drudgery out of much of the 

wnrk =Eb'<lla:I'ly p€rform€d by mEmbErs of the households,this has caused nany 

clect=lcal applianCES to be Id t ~ so mos 0.1. uhlcb are so ld by C.J Richardsons 

-
... moat of the homes th-8"pt-clally nashing uachln es.Radi oB arE found 'n 

tet art. a<rv ict.d by Ralpb Dilley ""d Q.U Robert Patt €rson f 1 o Uar inton,with the-i:r 

80 be it oai4 that cleotT1 01ty has m€an t much to bh e 

• r COU£" Y to' ,14'. tb t. com! oTt and l'l\joymlllt that i t bring s . 

110" t 111 • 4441 I Ornhurn Buoi;Cy(. . ti . Va . 

. 0 ,rhon .1:arlln.-....... . I. Va, . 

·ll.rt.' "."r. Hl'l b ... oro ." 

gromh of 
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S"bjClot Commf ro E; & Industry • 
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Research 'lor~.er SamuEl G smith 

Dnte Research Taken 5/12,13,11+,15/1+1 .--------
_ .. -.-.. -.-_.- . .:=--

'l':-"Pist SamuEl G smith 
- ------_. -------------

S ,u-ee calvin q pricE Marlinton. W.Va-Oo,te 
-;; .Va. Qi-010-gical-su:rv"f-yBY paul price . 

A. Ii LlcNElll BUckeye.,V.Va.. 

pocahontas Times 5/15/1+1 
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of O
ur nativE t r CES and (ach year somE 

pocahontas county has most 

parts 
of thE statE by many of the farmErs 

are sb l ppcd to d iffErEnt 

1n tbt r<g10n wbere tbfse ..... 11 treE. are g row1ng and eacb year tbese 

add to tbE1r 1ncomE by d1gging and shipping small trEES and other sh-

~.bl)'ry namEly Spruce,H,mlock,>.hitE Pin€; .... hit e & Black !!alnut,i;!uaping Asp,B£ech 

rch)Ironr.ood.I~J uountain uagno liR,yellow poplar,Sassafras,SycamorE , Crab 

rA~,o l"J l;DU!ltaln Ash,'ii'11d Ch erry,Y Ellow Locust,S\lmac,Strlp cd Map lt,Sugar MaplE 

.:))bMOod , :lountain Ho lley-,Red Bud , Rhododendron and llountain laurel these are 

sbl?l')E'd ovEr thE Enti re state for r esetting in many of our larger towns and 

cit1ES of \i . Ve .ThE income dEriv ed from these trees a mounts to several thqu-

d dollars (ecb yEar . 

oar s 0 lau rel is dug in pocahontas County la.ch year thousands of d 11 f 

.... 0 rausburg ,Pa.who has e. nursery at ~ ?! ~b 18 18 b ought by Frank le.b"'rr f st 

ltt S.J.lph,,Jr Spr1.ngs ,it ls dug by 1 1 oca labor and truck~d to thE nursEry and 

'7,) ~ a..n4 .fro. h t. nursery lt i s dug and rEsh i ppEd to many parts of thE" U S 

" ' ". etall, to !lUt York City and othEr lar e 1 g C t1ES of thE East wher e it is 

t,f ri ch ~(oplt to b( pl nt 'd 1n th <1r , -.o.amlB and with other plants 

k' up tt; 1T h • rubbcry ~u-' ,-• ~I ""GU l' ( 1 1& bousht by tourists pss -

• rlv d. t rom t.hl oo.l( 01 Rhododl..nd.rQn in ?o-

It ....... it 1, 
(jur a .. ( t 10", r Po hon a. County 18 proud 
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J4nrlinton nncl ~lk. Uutul1.1 ".1"ele phon
e 

vo. 

Certificnte of lncorporatiOn 

1. ,he undersigned. ngree to "becor.: e n vorporation by the nem 

t he 1ll8rlinton and ~11( Mutufll '.Le leph
one 

vompnny. 

April 2G, 1'.ll2 

2 . The princiPr.l pln ce of bus inesS sholl he in the vi11ar
e 

of ::> l aty i"ork, ,ie st Vi r ginia. 

, The chief works rhc.ll be iIl t -"· e '11 ~ • n " V1 a ge 0:::: ltdray. 

4 . ",he t ot a l amount of Authori zed \ja pi t a l s tocl~ s hell be 

62 . to be di vided into 50 s h a r e S t ~ l2 50 
.a n "" •• per sha re. 

c.~-
_ eoes ------- - AddresS 

L. D. ~herp ------ ~18 ty F ork 

:"0 bert Vi nson ---- ~la t :7 J<'or k 

J::>hn J) . Gi bs :m --- " 1 ~ a t y Fork 

------- ~o. 

------

-------

--------

, .. L . Gay 

ey 

-------~dray - - ---- ------

- ----- ~dray ------- ------

of shares 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

"'hie c'Jl!1pcmy had lines '" llsrlint on "begilluin lT n t , 

. _ "tone'iille 11.. 1)11 end "ut TU . r np l.ke, n ow u S ~ • • ~oute 

".:') e '11) ,111nge of • ence t'J Dlut .."dray th y .r"or k. 

• • 



10\'1s: An Jlrtiolu .)1' Agreel!lent hetwAell tl:e ~onoc\Jerte Ell 

ins "L'elepholle l;OmpEl~lJ', pCLrties of' the first part, and 

, es lIibson, trustee f or the 14CJrlintol1 nnd l!jlt Mutuel 'l'e] 

one COI:lpony. of the seL:ond part. 1'he part1es of the fir 

ree to s ell that portl1n of the syste~ known BS the glk 

om w~ere the linG from ,l!;llc cOl1ne(;ts ',"1 th t h e lino runn1n 

m Staunton , 'virginia to ~onceverte. rl. Va. on the l,;lover 

e:k road. but the pa :'ties OI t he j:' irRt purt reserve t ,e r~ 

put UpO!1 said poleR e1 ther a gj,' ounded or metallic circ:n: 

r t': e:;o s o desire, said lines to be put on uroes n rms ffir I 

:1 )' the present one s so as no t • 4 :f l ncer OGre ni th said SE 

it is further BLlre e d t'lD,t h c , ~t. e s~td trustee' J. s purchl1siJ: 
l i:i line :' ');' a company to b~ ~ hereafter organized 
! ret~' bind Eni d con~p '- ny to comll l" \ 'J 1' th t' 

• oI !1e ))rovisionR Of + _ c 

" eene t p r d by t~ e proper o~ ' " 
-::: l cers a::ter the cOr:Jp&n." has 

IS' leEall v or "'an" " ~u' , 
, t:'" y ~ • S 1 [:l1fl d b- ,- A \'i 

" • • Arb:>gast. I.lI::. nElger 
tglUlt 27 . 1008 . (Deed .l5ook , _ 

, '± .) p r~ge 

t hat t hough this line 
• 
ne c ')m~5 ~' \':a' no'-

y fUlly 

to ill ne>tice 
,; ::6 j 

's . v/a s purchased in 

chart e .. cou until in 1912. 



'l'he Fo unl)ontBS 'l 'olephollO vonpOIlY 

0ertlflcote of incorporation 

J4Jj,Y 10. 1919 

1. ,the corporBt~rB shall becone a corporation by the name oj 

l'ocahont6S 'l'elephono (;O!:!lpnny . 

2 . 'l'he pri~1cipal pl:,ce of business shull 1)0 at J,w,rlinton. 

3 . '.1:0 conduct a gelle r al bus iness :i:roughOut the counties of 

iireenbrier . 1'0c!lhont!'.S lind !\lindolph in tiest Virginit en'\ 

c~ullties of jj!l th and rii ghlund in ·virgini a . 

_ n 1'll reS a ong a public hi fh'·'8~i S. ~ . ~o erect its pole R B d' 1 11 

alines, end fllleli'~, with the consent of the l.;omr.,on vounci 

ani tha consent of t he \jOUl1 t y \,;ourt of t hese counties. 

The said vompany may a cquire 'b Y p ur chas e or lense a ny of 

of Y:B , . ~ ')-"' ... • .L 
othe ~' to l ephone cOIDIlf. n1 

vlth any other such make &ny contr fic t ' compr,nies eonsiste 

~ith the genera l 1 &1'S ;)f thi s e tate . 

fi . Tr.e total amount 

15 ,000 . di, i dc a 

G. inc,rp:>ra tor s -

o...::o.,.~ ~ 
.J. .ne liuthori zed vap i t e l , stock shall r. 

lnto ~oOO ' shares ct ~ . ",10. 'Oel' h • s , a re. 

lIames ------ --- Addres" ~o . of shF " -------
vr • i:l . C. Sol t er r.1J.lr lillt on ----- ----- 50 ---- ---

e :? lloore ----- ---- J> drll.v o 
---- -- --- -



llf\rl1no
n 

alld Academy llU tual '.(e lephono ~Or:'lpnny 

'!'he "erti fi cate of incorporati on for thi s com pany canno 

e :found on record. but it wus organi:t,ed Boon ufter the 

A:c.runt n. K,nappS "Te ek and Dilleys uill COl:lpany . probnhly 

e in th;; :leAr of 1~0 7. :ror on i!'ebruury 28. 1908 they 

api' inted as the ir Attorne~' .1..: tii . u c"UJ1tic. and it was sig! 

bi J . L. ;';o1leel. Presjdent. wh o no do ubt was the firEt pre: 

, f r,e c l!1pau~' . l Deed book 43. page 33 ) 

On Jsnue.ry 11. 1909 they purch sed f rom the ~once\"eyt : 

,::lkins Telephone 00mpc, ny the :t'o11 owing asse ts: "All of the ' 

ri[hts r.:li titles to tJle telel)hone line heo-inning at II t; ~ .cuyne 

o ~ _c:a eEY, now .tiillsboro) and extend :>t')re i t be YillF"e of" d ( 

~lth po wire s to the foot of the mountain near Wallace 1)e 

to J E COX together ~ith a ;i 1"'1' h one \ ire b;: \'lay of Lob ,lia 

the b:anch ires and cODllections 0"- said line. and all p' ' _l g 

.n1 prl~i leees o,ned bv " the E in par t~· of th "e !'irs t par t. 
~ for he Qpe:e tion of sa i d 1 ine •• , by G. C J< • ,.ohn. Pr e "'- ide 

» ok 41. pAge 207) 

'-----....::..:.~ . P the 



,he outus l t e lephone compnn i es cume i nt o ex1s t un
ce 

1 ~' er 1;he te leph ~ne rntes und to n ul:.e it pos s ible f or 1'1 0 

pe ple t~ hC"e '.;e lephones . 1'h e ;;' lJuilt t h e lines at fl tim 

~!he !1 the pol es c ould l)e g ot1; en !'rom t :,e i r m 'n wo od lots 

li t 1e or no c os t. ~he y we re orgnni 3ed on n non-pr o f i t b 

n:5. he st0cl:h ?1dGTS ,"ere !H:ress ed. onl;; enough to offset 

Ii tU81 yeer t o year cost of operati on • .110 mone y was put 

::-ensury an d. held. a s a capita l :;"or the time wh en t "r: e 

nee i ed t o be rebuilt . there fore. after ar ound t ,,' e n t y 
he 

y eu 

~ r el: 
t he;; foun d t hense l ves coni'r on t ed. wi th t he pr oblem o-f 

. wh ich to reb uild . e d foun d tha t the;y 'l /ld n o mone :l wl' t h 

e e ~hone Uompany wus In corp Jr a ted Bnd tl t he Po cahontas '1 1 

r.mtuul compani es one by O'le . sol d t he ir u Rse ts _ t o t h i s l; c 

unt i l a t th is time onl " h ' ~ 1;,. e Ilar linton a n d H'lk ~ Un t u a l 

Te l ephone (;'I!lpan;y' remains i n opera t ion n s 

'l'he mutU6. l coopanie s a ll u s ed. ~h 

t elephones , and a ll ~ • e 

n mut ual cornpf 

grounded systen 

0 ... the ~ orpora t ors 

~er e local peo?le wh o wi s h ed t o 

i n the s e compa niE 

n al:e no p r of ' " .. 

1 

1 c "her e T 
i ke mo s t OT - - or. 

~ pOJplo from our i nprovrnents ou t of th • ,'\a s be , 
. () ( . n ,,, ,\ ,,, ......... c: 

he t e leph one , 



.At present (1941) the .t'ocr.hontns Telephone l;ompn n y 

e Marlinton and Elk Hutual ;l'elephone vompnn,Y are the onl 

pperat1011 in the county. 'l'he Forestr;i Snv1ce. howe,'e!". 

s ahout 60 or 110 miles of main p ele line in the county 

.th Hn exchange at Thornw oo d. Otherwise they h[lve cOl!lllect j 

lr ·:lugh t he exchnnges be longing t o the Pocnhontas TelephonE 

ompeny. The Mutual vOt:lpany has connection at Ullrlinton. 

he three excha nge s or switchboards i n t h e c oun t y aloe l OCll i 

t llarlinton. vass ani tlillsbo~o . 

The Pocahontas 1'elephone vompany ha s r a i s e d the umOl 

)f Au thor iz ed vlip ita l ::i tock f~·or.1 the f)~ i g i na l ,i 1 5 . 0 n o. to 

~ 3 5.000 . their pre s ent offi c i a l s ' a re: ~ . H. ~illiar.1s . Pres, 

• B. Wa lla ce, Vice-Pres .; a nd J . ]1. Be a r 
, ::i ec . Rnd ireas . 

--------- ------------------ ---------
'l'he old ~once bert e d ' 

an ~lkinB Telephone , 

hau' 11'ne8 + .c Il ll 0'" th 
~ ·,.e prIDllcipa 1 

vompa n:,' 

p l ac es in ·h .!1' T rom ~ewi8hugg to 

e:OUl' t-- t -. ~ ') .!Jurbin , 

• e c:oun t y 
all'" 1 ' nt • ' - on, t o Stp.un+on 

. • , up through the 
and :f'r om'clUa l ' ... r 111tnn l' 1"\ ,,~ , _ _ " . 
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Hillsboro . \; . Va . pocahontb.s Count y 

and crEck rock typE havE bEen us -----------
ely in 'i: . Vn.. and lsp~ciallY in pocabontas county in bui l ding 

ro 
nd.s tonC botb of th e :;:-t_!~?k 

thEs e rock a r E us Ed for t b e out Er vlalls, somE of tbese hous 

tour stn.t E parks. 

'uch of pocahontas Countys s Econda ry r oad system is made from 

is COVErEd Yrith slatE and sha:J. t wh icb -----::7--
is f ound in many SEctions oj , 

(sp Ecia 11y 
at Hunter sv illE an d F r ost wb ere our bESt shale 
~ ~~~.....-..........-. 

is f ou: 

:oad' f'rom lLar linton t o Gre enbank i s made of g r avel known as Chert 

,En from the farms of Sher man Gibson at Frost and VI .H Barlow at Hu 

statE route 219 known a s seneca Trail between Billsboro and 

6 c:adE of liolstone thi s di stance is 2 mi l E and t his stretch of rc 

be 1;1:.e long Est stretch of straigbt road in thE stat e. 

?ocahontas County bas a sandstone on Droop Mountain that if 

rE::arkab1y pur e sand /),h er sand found i n th E county is nc 

• 04. b ( n UB v try €At ensiv 1y in CEment \70rk - ' -1 <:sp ECl.a . .l y in R R 

. -- £ .... ..- _ '\t. __ 



-
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.ci of locust CrEEk and scatt Er~d OVEr a g r£ater part_ of Little .,.w, .... _ 

-
Id sEct ions 

-of Swago CrEek thereforE our rock for~ations hold a 

"'------
ue in both a commercial and industrial way as much of them arE un 

ny buildings and wa lls along th e stat E roads att ract th e att Ent ion ' 

f rom outside the state and th~y marvel at the bfautiful~cenery in 

mountain peaks covered with rock cliffs and tr ees,these areas are , 

l7 ith wild flowers and other plant lif e that helps mak~ our county or 

lOst beautiful counties in th e stat e ,with much of her natural resourc 

~ many SEctions of Pocahontas C t oun y you find shale and clay sui tab] 

manufacture of brick d t· 1 _ , .~ .. w o~.:.!.h e richest section of this formation 

lIes south17eat of Buckeye h , oWE1I'er it:is found on Browns Mountain an d 0 

t fork of thE' Greenbri er River north of Dubin to the Randolph Ciunty 

ru fire clay that 

\ 
r esists high f urnace temperature has never b een 





, ;eot '.ir ;;1 nio. ~ 'Ir i te rs ' Pr ojoct 

~ tfl:,~t:.~!~:~r ... [) ... (p./J ___ -_1_RJ:;_~'_~EA::CH J D::i l':FICATION HEi'ORT 

llite ~ 4/18/41 

/ 
Su" <·,·t g.oJ!!!Di.r_~_A..lE9-~~~:ry !-.--.--

Tanncri€8. 

------- -------------

:'esCR l'oh ';or l:er Samu fc l G __ ~~ ~-- llite Researoh Taken .ltLI4 ... 15.,l.§. 

ist S~J!I~l G_?_lI!_~~J.l- _________ Ihte Typed ulUIS/41 .----

\ \TCO pocahontas TimES . Marlinton. -_ . . ---_.- - - --- .. ---- -_._-- Date 

R. \. Brol'lIl ArbovalE. W.Va. 

BEnton smith.Uillpoint.~.Va. 

, - , 

" , 

\ 



1 G s mith.Hi 11sboro . r, . Va . Po cahontas Cou 
Indus t r y . Sarru£ 

Th e f i rst tenn Ery o l d time fan Yard of or _ -=--
rruch siz e was er ect 

P
ocahont a s County f rom th e stat e of Virg inia a 

Smith I7ho came t o 

t r a de th ere and s et out across t : 
taunton,he hav i ng learned th e t anners 

brny f t r y suita ble for the l ocation of a tann ery the 
mou~tain or a coun 

. S e Indian tra il an d lat er became known as Mi e oho s e ~:as a l ong tn e en ca -
1 

it ;;as at this point t hat h e stopp ed rigged up a corn mill and a ~BJ 

, " 

l is taS about IS 2~ to ' 30 an d the t ann ery \7a s loca t ed b et we en Stamping 
, , 

td t!:t€ foot of th E' h i ll n ea r the C. M i':a l lac E r Esidenc E a n d it was h er e 

L!:fS S~ith put i nto pract ic e what he had l earn ed in Va.as he had learn~ 

Boers tmde ther e f rom an ol d t anner with years of exp erience. 

;;'rom th is J ames Smi th t o I94-I we have ha d f our gen erat i ons of 

s · WETE tanners I saa c a son of J h 
amES a d a t anya rd,his Bon Fdgar folIo 

C & ore and hE. to trae a t . 
a nn er and to day we find h is son Bent on n ith a; 

\ f • r. 
ry on Rout ( 219 near the Marv i n C'nap el Church and 

t h e Ruckman : ... , ...... 



__ Tannery-
( And Industry . Samuel G smith Hi llsboro. \1 . "J'a .Pocahontas Count 

€fEr th e slow procEsS tann i ng as it takes 6 months 
SoodS as they pr 

and some longer, the bark used is a loca l product as he uses 

arts of an old grinder used by his grandfa ther the late Isaac Smith, 

-
, this yard was built by James Smith aft er he left Mi llpoint about :rg 

~ --
James Smith had 5 boys of th Es,e 3 were tanners Isaac,Jacob and Jo 

, 
am ;:as a harness and saddle maker and Pleas was a doctor, Isaac opera 

• . , 

s fathers yard on the river,Jacob had a tan yard at Edray and Joseph 

yard on his f arm in the glade pasture near his residence now occupi 

.ramer. 

~ost of the leath er tanned by the Smiths was either made up into 

,t into harness and saddl es howev er _ _ some of the l eather l'laS bought fOJ 

r:r f in th e eta t e by aho €mak era and h,:rness makErs. ,--- --
;.noth tr tan yard of notice was built and run by the late George 

# ' -
c1 J 1 111 llcCartv n1 +>. 0 T _. _ . 



Tunnlrifs
~1II:LI (rO ( And In dustry Snmu

d 
G 

pncE 3-
8mi th Hillsboro -:: . Vn . pocahont 

o hllrno
GS 

and rcpa:!: :!: 170rk on shoCS harnEsS .This ta.nnery wa: 

n the gOs and early 90s . 

often timE's the vats were visited when the l eather 17as ready' 

'ork€ and finished thesE visitors always p ick ed the b E: st sid 

.ould find, thE tann er \1ould miss h is leather but v ery seldom k 

as this a l\7o.Ys took place at n i ght th is got to be a r egu1ar pr 

ubt causEd some. of thE'SE tan yards to cEas E opEra tion al th esE 

• in Litt le LEVEls District but th e one operat ed by J a cob Smith .------ . 

The f irst tannery or old timE tan v ... ~d of any s ize in th e 

lount y r:as nEar Greenbank wher e f irst class upper and so l e l (ath 

larl£s P Brol'l!l this nas about 1850 h e _ _ opErated here for a time 

d ::ov E ov Er on orth Fork and locatEd anoth er tann ery this t 

in ° ere. ion until about 1870 1':hen he quit the t anners trade a 

, • e.on_.:orl: the rest of hi s 1 . ____ .• if e ,his old ho mest Ead is nOIT o\':lled 

r Bro 



',,,mlm
froC 

&: Industry . S.G Su. ith ?OoahontBs Co . Pag( 4-

usinrss und er the firm namE of sutt on,Ruckman &: Company ,: 

l:lr (st old time t annEry that "7as in thE county at that timE.At 

try th y turnEd out s evera l hlL'1dred f inished sidrs of l eath er that 

n cat. ing shoE s and har ness th ey speoializEd in hEavy logging harnes 

~:I er busin t sS , JaS a t h i gh tide a t this tim e ,some of t htse harness 

1Il s E b)r iarmf:r s around Gr eenbank qs they were the best ofharntss m 

~be 'OESt of l Eather. 

• • T'nis tannery was on the S.J Sutton fa r m on North Fork who s 

about I870 and \',as part of the Godlip Hart man tract granted to him 

: or a EUra r camp t his Sut t on homestead is now _--- _ _ OTiIltd by the h eirs of . 

• . . S'..1 ton • 

An up to date d an mod ern tannery . 1S now op erated by Kerth 

" br-..nc of D.mcans Run hE buys raw gr een hidES and aft er th ey are t~ 

leather but a 

I) :. ~v.:- ; l' b uo s lote 

g rEater part is used by 

of oustom wo rk t~~ . ~,n 1ng 

h i m in harness and 

for half of t h e l fa t 



ca r 

I 
(rc Industry.S . G. S ~ocr.hontas Co . ?aGc 5----Tann~ry---

f1n i sh (" IIl.':'k cs 0 beautifu l rug or chair back and cushion 

Eat Eenton Sm1 th specia l1z es in tannEd ShEep hides thEse 

If tou:-ist trade from this state and many others from coast to 

- H r an Bear h idES tanned u ith th E hair on ar€ b ought by the t 

:ist as Benton runs a filling station alon g " i th his tann ery ane 

le s attract ed th e tourist I:ti{liX passing through - ... ,.T .... ~ 
\~ . \ a.ann Pocahor 

o 

0. h is way he has a = r k ft for his p ro ducts as he not only s~ 
" 

-'"ES f an cy :,elt s that are :,ought by the traveling public. 

3mton Smith is onE of the fi rst Enroll Ed mEmbErs in the As! 

et::.En of oj " a . a ne;-; ly organiz~d guild of nat iv e craftsmEn whose 1 

'- r and int~grity , thE ass oc i a tion hopes to prov i d E bett er h ides 

;( :'tttfr out et for h is p roduct s. 

7:.£ r::od(;rn tannery or t an ya rd plays a very 0 ~ t . l mpo r.a.'1 part i ! 

YII 01 ?ocahontas County as th e f armer can b 0 rlng in h is co~ 

, 
' ea he.n e. yCar has fini shed l Eat hEr to rEnair 

• hi s halon E 



, ,. 
• 

" 

, 
I,sro h 5 , 11'140 
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Nelle Y. IlcLau.ehl1n , 
l,la r11n ,on, 1/ . Va. 

4 - Part a. 
Chapt er 3- ~ction , 

qu ite an industry from the time of the 
Tanning was 

fi rst pioneer. 
Great skill was attained by the pioneer in 

so as to make them soft and pliable, that 
curing the skins 

they might be used in making different items of clothing, 

such a s pants, caps, moccasins, and many other things: 

7he fi r s t t a nnery or tan yord o perated by the people of 

the Greenbank Community was , on land in the possession of 

'Ja cob Rambaugh, which was prior to 1800. The old tanner's 

name wa s Taber. He was a hatter by trade - made fur caps, 

moccasins, and buck skin pants. His tanning vats were 

large t r oughs, and a certain kind of bark, roots and herbs 

~er e used i n dressing the hides, which accounts for his 

loceti ng so f ar in the mount a ins. 

Th e first t annery or old t· t 1me an ya rd of any con-
se uence where f irst class Upper 

and sole leather was man-
ufec t ured was owned d 

an operated by Charles P. Brown , who 
rchbsed t he James T 

OV/fls end patent of eighty-ei ght acres 
~ roo Jb~ a B. Campbell 

. II Bnnery t ha t year . 

~ Six ye&ra when he 

in the year of 1850, a nd erected 

He kep t the t anner y in oper a tion 

___ I or I; - re h , t'\~ ..... _ .. 

sold out an d d move acros s on . or th 
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kIDS f 'ormed a partnership under the name 
and p. ~ . Ruc n 

Ruckman and Company, and erected the largest old time 

At this tannery several hundred 

would be tanned dressed and finished into first class 

and upper leather each year for a period of about twet 
, 

rear s. In connection with the tannery, they made she 

heavy logging harness for the lumber companies. 

tannery was on the lands of S. J. Sutton. . , 

'l:'his 
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Telephones 

"unnita ::. . Dilley 
L'ocehontl1f, "OWlt;.' 
1.pril 25 -'b,l9l,l 
vhopter 8 section 2e 

C k Mutun l Telephone 
llllrlinton /ind ~tOJ1y ree 

LiO. 

Certificate ,of l ncorporntion 

J.llJ.rch 20 , 1909 

~ecretary of the sta te of nest i - Stuart E. Ree d, u 

f that an aqreemcn t dul y acknowledged Virginia, hereby certi y ~ 

pr ~per affidav1 ts, hus this dn~' been eud acco~pnnied by t ~ e v 

delivered to me , whi ch ngreement is in t~e words and 

figure s following: 

1. The undersiGned Il.gree to become a coq)orotion b;" the n ame 

of the llarlint 'lll Ilnd ~tony ure e]" Mululll -:> :re l ephone uompan;v 

2 . The L'rincipol L' l ace of Business of sa id uorporotion sha ll 

be lo ca ted in the village of Unoto, in the c01mty of 

Pocahontas , ~tate of Ilest ~irginia. ~eid Corporation shel 

have no ehief "' ~rks. 

3 . 'l'he ob,jects and purposes for ,"h ich this uorporation is 

formed are as follows: 

'" 10 cone truct . mnint<.in 811,:1 0 \"11 ~, s ,'. r stem f 1 
~ r ote e1)11one line : 

bet" :een !.1arlinton and .L8ur.el 
vre ek. und al0211; t he public 

r')(,de and hi ,hl':ays in anJ. tll 
0Uf!hout 1!;d,."n,\7 I); 0+"" .. ... + 



)t >lotlltiO
ll 

9h,, 11 bo n ine huncir e d ( ... ~OO . ) dol l&r s . which 

~oll be di~ided into s isty ( 60) shnro6 at t he p a r Tv 1ue of 

1 • eoch; of ".'h i ch 6 " [11li t a l sto ck t o t h e amount of ~ 225 • 

. 5 been subs cr ibed !lnd pll i d . 

n corp oro t ors 

Hames - - - -

• 1 . Csrte r 

. ' :; . ])U18!1:,' 

, .' uS;1 •• . , 
, .,harp . , , , 

, It , iiil l ." 

J. !i . ',:h i te 

, G, l:ochren 

~ " Bax te r v ' v . 

forter -elli s on 

, , Baxter 

olIn "clford 

!. he c:ieill 

A. , flY 

. ' 
1 , ~,,:lo 

Addr esS - -- --

Ul1 o to -- -- ---

., 

., 

., 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

.. 

" 

I~O. " f shares 

· 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



t 
1d l ) line pns s es niter Sll ' 

upon the property 
ubsc:1ber 

"ub cribers. 
f " 375. for the s um 0 " 

.c; . ]!' . Mc.Luug h l in , .l:'r e sident signed, 

yeed ~ook 6 7 pu g e 1 38 

-- -- - - --- - - - --- -- - - -- --

14arlinl1on and vlover l.. ick lJutual Te l ephone 

Certificate of lnc Jrporation 

lio . 

June 1 7 , 1 909 

I Dtuart A. ~ e e d , ~ecretary of the state of ~eBt 

e r ir"-:- tha t a!l agr eement ,july acknowle dge d and a ccompanie • 

pr aper affidL~jts, ba s this day been de livered to me , whic 

ligl'ee e~t ie in t he wvrds und fi gures foll owing : 

he de reigned agree t o be "ome II c orp ora ti on b y the 11F.: 

1 e ..:arl1nton !lnd vlo,er .L i ck l.u t ua l Telephone vompany . 

Z, he principel pl ace of b us iness of s a i d vorporntion s he 
be OC'. to In t ho Village of lIarwick . Its chief works s i 

?C 04 in ho "111, ge of \';arwi ck . 
* . • ?bJ c e n1 purpose i r \ hi ch this v rpornti n is 



~orporetion sho ll be 
,v l,125 .00 i h 

chell be divi~ed into 
wh (; ..... 

" . l 'i enuh; of 
\'ihi ch fLU thori ze( 

f t he per value OI ~ ~ . 
7" shs.res 0 -

"b d und the be en subsc:rl e 
Ilnount of :w660 • 

stock ~ l,l E5 .00 hos 

bas 1Jeen peid • 

• l,;orporA. t'Jrs--
____ . ___ Addre ss ----

------- II o. 
Iiar.1e s 

J ohn A. Beverage 
I,;lover l..ick -------

". N. Borlow ------ -- - Warwick 
------

Ii . S . I,eifor d --------

----

I,;horles Shins.berry ---

Ilarl'lic:k ---------

warwick ------------

I,;lover Lick ----------
Deed ~ook 45 p age 43 

of Sh!lreB 

15 

15 

15 

H i 

15 

John A. Beverage b e ca!:le t he fi r s t president Clf thi s I 

end \7 . ::> . '.:ei i":>r d \'.'es aecretf,r ~l Rnd 'fre n surer. 

The chief wo r ks "'ere la ter !:loved to vlove:- 1..1 ck and J. J. 

te ea!!!e pre s i de nt. ·.rhis c ,)ll'!pnny owned the exchan g e at Glove: 

Liek and had conn e cti rm thr ough the excha n e es at Marlinton 

!Junreore . They paid a certain emoun t f'Jr e a ch te l ephone tt l} 

1:.l:.le <:7ch£iDUe t hr ':lU6r. t " ese s"' i tchb oards. -
. 1 _ 0 deed mode J.larch 14 ,1930 the i.larlintoll and vl0 



J.'ocaholJtas ,, ::lIUlt:: 
;'ll:"il 23 . 1 941 
"hl.pter B se ction 26 

~'he Te1ephonc in l'ocahontas vounty 

f h telephone t) Pocuhontll!' county was t 
,he uoming 0 t e 

fi-' Bt Qulck comJ'unicotl on t hot "iC had "Ji th the busy mlirts of 

t a e . lt oll tedoted the tele graph . The count~' was connected u 

with the cent ers by t e l ephnne in the year 1898. und that mork 

t r.e eril111 il1[:?:: nuick )]e"'s. 1 cannot sny that it b:"ought Rny 

s ,Je ' i &l !'elief but the c1 ti ~ e 'lS ")f th i s county are li ke eye ,-y 

ne el~e . intere s te .! i n 0 11 a dYancment 0f sc ie nce and edllcoti 

side the (; ,) illlt;-,. the telephone has been e. conveni ence Rnd s. 

t i:c ~OTer fr oD the tiDe t ~B t i~ wO ,' ::irst installed . 1n the 

;,e e r Of 189 9 telephone line s we1'e bUilt slon" a ll of th ~ _e 

}l , i ci ,lEl ,' oe d F in the county . '~o1V in~teud f . d' 
• g 0 rl Ing to Adro y, 

aunterSTi lle end e l sewhere f o:;:- a do c tor Vlhl' ch of tell c ook mDn~' 

b.ou , S 0: ?:l ~ rd zoi :li ng i n the l)i ttcr cold~' th h " eu er. e could now 
be . eected i !l' :' e \'i l:l inu tG s 1)" 1 

• t e cph 0ne . 1t hos s aTe d mnnv e 
• 

en cen'· n De Ss e ~ge r. 

n 18 8 , t he telephone had ren~hcd the t ')".'11 of .tiuttons-
. t e . blch town als o had 

' a r a ilrond a nd was f 011e 0 t he :l e pot 
1. 'm . L:" linton OCcuPied t h t 

f • -- a ~;e ar. a peculiar si tnF- ' 
• :- If. r: ' r 11,(')n f 'iIi 

c t ie8 . ftO~th it 1'JAS 46 miles 
1,,; .::.., h 46 mil _ as t o . . ,:} "f~ tnl O .... "'_ . 



11 ,vire 811d the line come ~O," ' (, rd i n 
lhl thelia '" US str\lJlg a SMI, 

he t,·' 

h ct tS~e , It peened t o take no ~ ime at a ll to c onn e ct 

1 no time at al l to c onne ct our s h ut in 
,'Sllage s . am 

,"111cge "Ii:h the wLoes t hat , a ll a ll over t h e \'I ):!' ld . 

A t I'll ~quire uriah vird's Store and taleph ne "lOS se up v 

S i e ~ u=t ro m end I g ot the greatest thril l of my li f e by 

h 1 iog D In,"ersa ti on wi th t he l a te .0r. Doswor th. "Iho wa s in 

tJ:ls,"ille . for t y- s ix miles RWRy . I h,~ ve belie,'ed in faries 

e aT since . I t ~os a nuesti on submit ted t o the l ocal ~i s e men 

~ e ,"oice co~ld be heard tha t far. a nd the most plausible 

-he ry '"e~ by one of the nei ghbors in debo ting how sound c ould 
-

c:or. el t: ough the air i nstantly . Yle h lld all watChed a mnn cut -

un.;- .. ood et a' distDnCe and noticed'th rr t the <,o uno. r eached us 

e 1 ng 1me after we SR'" t he a x de scend. The theor~' "-'RB that the 

e e r l ~i eld s ' S like a p l ank , tha t whe n it was pus hed forward 

b e b~ th e_is [loved Si multa neous ly . Th is !l eerne d to s &tisf,,' a ll 

e1g':l) ' ra who had 6a t hered , l OOi'> , to hear t h is firs t 

eitaae t l be beard o~e~ , - t he new line . 

~ Hl be ac el b " the d" te tha t telephones were in c re 
1tr 1 ~e ~ ~&l us e 1016 befo. e the y reache d th i s com1ty , and 

1 .? 
f,)/);' of our de "slopCellt . wa s done by p apIa utside ,a 



• 

'l'he IlClx t te1ep11one c':!f'~ p/111~' to build' 111 nperc; te 

line ill thi ~ co:m t y "m s t h e 
~once vert Dnd ~lkins Te1e ph nne 

~ook 35 page 1 5 g iTe S th e fn1 ~ 
'«hose c "arter found in JJeed 

illf ':)rmation : 

::. . 

- ' 

• 

r . 

• 

Cer tificate Of lncorporation 

::ieptember 1, 1 903 

l'r i ncip(.l .) l 6o ue of l:.usi ness to be & t j"iur1inton. 

1 ts uhie f \" E"~S shall be 1 0c I' ted ill .!:'ocahol1 tDs vounty 

and nl1eI' cOUllcies . 

The capi tal stock shall be .,no, aoo t o l)e divided into 

100 s h 60 re s at 11 por va lue of "'; 1 00 each. 

Stoclthol ders---------- J-.ddress --- -c ---1j Ul:lber 0: s hllres 

J . 

• 

, 
u • 

t. . 

I • 

rS:l ue ---------- Aca derny , h .Va .-- five 

Arbogast __________ Marlint on, vi . 'In . --- .c< ,'e .J. ~ , 

Mohn __ - ------J:'enl1sVl' .. " l; n ... . 1 1"41_ co. - - --- fi '\' e 

ll r at on Harl i!lt on, ;', . Va . - - - -four 

..::'rice --- - ------ J.1arli n t on , 11 . Va,. - -- One 

na tes were high d . I) n ' n611~ of the peop le did n ot ~ 

"e:' could. OWl - , ~em , the r efor e the bus i nB Rs me n ,~ t 

gn Oeetber aId or-L Ill' ? d ~ e " "e t . e n utu'l l ' , 'te~eph ne 



,'ell Y. !~cLa ujlhlil 
... erllU'tOn , ,. . • 

£l' , '- ~ O 1>,40 
• WI "':: t 
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pocahontas count~ 
: 

J' 

5-- Seotionrri? 
= ha pter " __ & of the wri tings of Mr • ..:Jldrew 

I learn f rom some , 
. ·ts cO the flint qua rrles 

b b d mad e two V1Sl 
Pr ice that e a I' ill point . These 

pits on s tampi n g creek , near ," 
or flin t 

in sight of the s tate h i ghway 
I"or kings a re 

known as the 

on 
,,~. Torn Beard's fa rm about a mile ~nd a 

3eneca Trail J<l.J. 

heif back of hi s resid enc e, in a f i ne blue grass pasture. 

There are several hundred of the p its. 

The mo st remar kable th ing is t ha t part of t he 

re~ge tba t has been ca lled the Rich Garden f or the past one 

nu~area or su years. It is a pasture now but Mr . William 

3eard fa r med it for a number o f years. Tllough the land 

has ceen plowed many~!!!#i s, the pits a re plain to be seen. 
- ,... 

.; t :"i rst si ght it look.s~like a pl ac e tha t had b e en a vil-, 

It!ge, where houses ilad "o-een set close toge'ther walls touch-

ing , and under each house t here h" d been a cellar . This 

11 l e hollo' , owe s its gre nt fe rtili ty to the disintegra-

10n of e l i mestone , and there can be little doubt but 

8 large n moer of boulders or fl i n t nodule s we re 



Hel' e Wt:l " 
pocahontas county's oldest industry. 

The r ed 
men as far north as Ohio and 

~arshall Counties 

young men her e with t hei r spades made 
would send t heir 

of de
er, elk and mOose, staked t h eir 

from t he antlers 
cla ims and worked them and carded back to the flint 

workers the nodules secured on the expedition. 

Pe ter Li ghtner was one of the first settlers i 

He wa s a German-Dutch 
\'Iha t is now pocahontas county. 

and came from the eastern part of the state. ' He sett 

on ~apps Creek. Prior to his coming, there were no 

nearer than s taunton which was a hundred miles distant 

throug~a trackless - w4.~ernes s. Thi s ' was too far to 

thinK: -, going to mu:.do the people prepared their ov 

'. corn f or bread. a large treE .. 
The ~thod was simple: 

~ 

wa s fel led, from 
~ 

which a block or cut wa s taken, whic] 

.hen ulaced on end was b bl ____ pro a y as hi gh as a man's wa: 

It was placed mn end in front of the cabin, then a fi l 

~8 S b~ i lt upon it and so managed th at an inverted coni 

"8a t ormed. From t his the charred coals were taken I 
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Pocahontas County 

some of the pioneer s had to come thirty miles , they COIl 

sidered it an easy task to provide bread. Thi s mill 

located on Knapps Cr eek . Although over a hundred yeal 

have passed , ye t a portion of the old mill and a trace 

of the race s till remain. Mr. Lightner sold th is old 

mill to John Br adshaw who in tu rn sold it to Henry Harl 

The buhrs are now in an old mill in Highland County, Vj 

gini a . 

The firs t tub mill and saw mill in the GreenbaI 

District was owned and operated about 1800 by the pion! 

-;;ooddells , Probably Joseph Wooddell, the Revolutionary 
--- ~--

-;:ar veteran . A tirt fiammer 
~- - . _ ----iR 

was installed at this mi] 

wh ich- was very mucn needed by the pioneers in making tc 

and implements of -iron and s teel. 
~ 

In the year 1822 P t - k a rIC Bruffey purc hased froIT 

ecob Gillispie and James Ta llman one _hundred thirty-fc 
8cr es of land which was a part of the Thomas Jarvis Gra 
of tou r hundred acr es. He bui lt a grist mill and a sa 
~111 end car ved a mill race out of the hillside more th 

~ ___ 4 q arter at a rn11" . T .... ... ____ _ ..... . 
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, with anyone t 
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And Industry . samuel G smith.H~lsboro.W.va.Poc~ 
Ttlt-hanuner • 

mnJanuary 9
th 

]S35 W1,lllam cochran bought 44 acres from John 

of Buokeyll or at that t 1Ime known as Buokey.e Cove the deed! 

,,,AU". by, 111J.].i'aJn young .. R' • .A:rment'1:'oLUt and John Gilford the Buckley 

ore Will>1iam CacJr,ley anli> wiill1iam Gibson on A"p
ril J!71 reJ? and ha 

110 gentlemen! to S1J~a;l!: th.-em t-o th-e papers; B:8 criibsom anli C'ackl;ey 11 

oe of the peaoe and was' recorded: by: H.M Moff.ett Cl.ellk. 

After settling hene Hoch;ran w.ent to work to earIll a lli'rlng !l 

I.n&.. a. blaoksmith decided to p\J.;t in a 'l:nt-hammer' which was run b, , . 
power bYl harnessing Swago Creek,he dug a race from the upper end 

1s knOI'lIrt as the Shelton place to th.e 10ll,ell' end o.r : aboW; opposite 

Rogers home of today and it- was. here t'hat' he bun. t- k1:s T,ll t-hamm
l 

oh he he made Horse Shoes ,horse shoe nails, red iron or. in, fact , I 

ing anybody wanted t-hat couil.d be made of # i:non and this iron WI 

by v;agon and team frem where evell.' he couiLd get it as. steel at t-hl 

ery hard to g.et and oame in large p:lieces th ' at req,ud.red lets ef WI 

,t down • 

This tilt-hammer w ked f , or :nom th.e waterwheel seon as the WI 

turned on. the hammerS star.ted in t ..... l. ' a s JJ.=mg, manner and with the ru 

un ell. you. had a heavy stllikiin f . in. g erce , the lU-on was heated and the 

l!iOtion. all the attend t' h an ad to do t was , Uirn the iron jjn. the d l 

sitton and it was 1n t b is manrrer' that the naUs and shoes; WeI'e I 

tt/w~i his shoes and anyth i ng 

b01 .ht by 

an order' for and 

farmers from RmD~~ _- • __ .1..,,,, ---------- ... 



/ 

!ate 1/17/41 
iUoJlWtn"j;:~ _&"'_ I1ld.l,!st-r"y.Gun120wd,er ------- -- - --- ----__ _ 

---

, amuel G Sm1thl I _ _ _ _ ___ . _ _ ___ •• _ _ . • ___ ____ ~_ 

slvin. Price.Marltnton 
,.ih D &: JohIlJ 0 J.!cNe1il.l Buckey;e. 
)lID - B- Buckley-a: 'WDI1iS!ldkeev:er 

BUckeye.W.Va. 
l\l.l:t- Records'. Marlinton. 7f. Va. 

Dnto Re6earclt Ta!(en _ .uL~5_~..!§L4l 
and b.e!ont 

Ha.~ beem gather1io.g. in.format-iOIr. on thd:s 

llOt- able t-o fin'iBhl untiU this t-ime. 

Galvin. Pria.e requested that thi:s powder mill operat-tOll b.e wr1' 
sent in for publ1aa.t:Lon in the histony. 



omm rc And Industry.Samue l G Smith.Hillsboro. 'f/ .Va.Pocahontas C 

1 
I~('I, 

Thomas McNeill was born 1747 and died Ie cq, and was a pioneer 

tleI in pooahontas county as he settled on Swago Creek in 176S and 

, Mary Hughes, took up what was known as a tomahawk claim from tr,e I 

and lived on what is a part of the McClintic farm today(one of my 

lts John 0 McneilltellB me that Thamas had learned the powder trade 

father as i~ seemed to be a trade carried on by the McNeills even 

eland before they came to America,and that as soon as he got locate 

egan to make gunpowder. )) 

In 177 0 Jonathan his Bon was born and he tCJ"Dlearned the po 

ie fu'om his fatlfi,h e married Pheobe Moore the daughter of Moses Moo 

lY Oreek and they put in a Grist Mill at what i ,s now the entrance t 

l i nt ic farm, buil t a stone house where he had a 100m that he wov:€ wi 

l he made dyes and was noted for his famous Indigo Blue.at the same 

'U.t in a powder plant or mi:Dl on what i s knovm as tlfl Shelton place. 

To: make this powder required ul ~ s phur, charcoal and sal tpl.lt e: 

~hur he got from Sta t V un on: a.and transported i~ i 'n: to th-is countzy or 

lorses,the charcoal he got fu' b . Om urn~ng willow wood or could use bue 

i bUt not BO good,the saltpeter 
the salt petre cave he got was from 

" ~cClint ic farm and not f ar from the residence 
;en from th of Lee overholt, this 

e rich lime stone s011 f . 

co 

r hi 

ound ~~ this part icular cave,this 
o a bopp~ like th e old ash hopper andpoured water 

had the finished product 

ou:e:c' it- ca 
B and bdl.led it do vm and 

salt petre 
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onn.crc( & Indust ry.S . G Smith . Hills boro . . i . Va . YOcahontas 00. 
_ Gun p owder-

d o,·, der to the soldiers of the Revolut 
that Thomas furn i sh sun p 

for thE war of 18 12 but G.D McNeill 
and that Jonathan furn ishEd it 

r nfver h ard th is but it could be . 

They sold this powder to the neighbors and traGed it for corn 

lest and it is poss i bl e that some of it was traded to the Indians as 1 

powder operatGon was the only industry in this section at that time. 

Jonathan had a loom and wove lincy that was used in th'e makir 

Qresses and other gar ments for women, he wove genes for ' mens shirts ar . 
t r ousers they also wove Coverlets and some of these are found today ~ 

{, t 
ho~e of John 0 McNeill a decendant of~f. Thomas and Jonathan McNeill,Jor 

spent a great deal of his time in the old stone house experimenting wj 

oloring material and as he was known far and near as- the weaver and ( 

as well as the man who made gunpowder.A grist mill was run in connect: 

; ith the pOl'lQer plant and in h i s will Oct. 13 . 18 25 he willed to his WilE 

'boEbE !loore McNeill his grist mill and she had to rUn it day and nigl 

:0 avoid grinding on the sabbath she was known near and far as the honE 

:1 £Or . John McNeill a son of Jonathan was born I7~2 - and he to made PoW( 

~ sold it among his ne i ghbors .So it seemed to be a trade t hat each gE 

thr ee different geDerat~ons that mac' 
powder so~e just for thei 

erat ion took up as we have her e 

r own use while others made 1~ 
... .1e and. trade " in quantj,ty fo 

with thP help of the wate 
rind. it in ~ power they werS able to mix 

F quantity and were abl e 
rOlt 11 the information o~~ sUP~ly the deaand at all 

_~~ _ T'JIfJ !.lP;N ).).'MIt /! or / ~lf'"Ml'" JJ. ~;~~~,:.:~ :hiS .?o,:m.el" ~lant ~!~e! 
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=- H fORK MILL nURNS ' The ;~r.~~el~;~h!a!\~~ a~~I~~~h ~~: NO RT ).' . ~~~~r:r i ldrldpe Bro wo aoo a Mr. , 1 s did all the carpenter, work 00 
Dear Cal: Propp IIdln . Charie. P . Brown laid 

Saturday nll1ht, March 2n d, 194 0. the ~~ nd a~ioD and did the masl)o 
... as lhe tIm. that t he North Fork the u 7be m.chlhery. was put I .. 
Flour M III waS ut.',erly and com plete· . work; ~ l uoDlng condition· by a mill· 
Iy d.stroyed by Ore This disaster IS,'perf.eG ii the .'till:tJie - ol 'CoraDn an 
QOllsldered the mo·t unrortu 'late ~ ir~~~ / ' Brow,, ' carpenter hOlp.r. 
8\"ent or a calawltous o atrure that nas ' 0 e :. . ' -. to" d h 
.lIltcted the Greenbank nelMhborhoodl' Many dl!!ereot millers opeJ a.te t e 
.llIce the days or the CII' II War . • Mr.' mtll durlog the past SIxtYky·eduBI· · 'Phe~ 
J B. Orndorl'l ow ner 01 the mill hAd ' aps Robert N. G.um . wor e n ,t 
worktd In tile mill all day " ILhout mlJllonger than the othe~ ml\ler. 
ti re Oillereot persoos had p1Ssed In keeplog up with Ind·ustry, .a n.d,. 
the mill Just after dark and saw n ~ 10 view or the · needs .. or the Greenl 
light or fir. The Ore was firs~ als bank commuolty It may be observed~ 
CQ<ered about 7 p. m., by C,yd. Gillis· tbatthe old Brull.Y mill and .th"i 
pl. and Cecil Arbo~.st who live ne", Beveoer mill was a ceoter or Indust,l' 
bS; t h. wbol. ioslde was a mass or and had their place at ImportaDce III 
nowes wbeo Ors~ dlsMvered . In less the niche or the history at the Gr.eo~ 
tb ao a ball hours ti me t he wlinle b ' ok community: .. . . .. i . ... 1' .... ~~ .v ~ • . '" 

t roctu re was a mass or rUlDed ma James Elliott; tiie ma.;ter ; Dlec\l&n . 
cbloery. cog-- wheels. shartlng, Hy Ic of the bulldlog was a : .olifier .:or 
.. beels, aLd will s~ooes. The eotlre ~h' lndl ' n wars' was'" private under. 
I Is estimated at wore than $10, e · .· .' 
000 T be two tu rbipe driving wheels lb e command or Ge!!.e , .1 Geor~e . A/ 
ate stt lli n the water deck to regu lar Custer! and,Geoer31~ello.. . ffe .... was:: 
.rnogemeot. T bls mill has been the ~ILh_!teoo s-!rmy ~h_~~ ~G..!:n..~r~~ 
mlln staod by ror the oelghborhood Cu.ster's COlDpany; was ' m~sacred ";in 
'ar a period of about 60 years. The Id.S Mr E illott "s affidavlt ·was tak: 
tn Ire oelgt.borhood "ustalos a .eose . n by Squire John P . ·To·woOeo.I 10 
01 lOIS aod sym pathize with Mr Oro· 1926 ror the purpose or secuilug a 
dar II 10 his great 10... • pensl oo for Mr ·Elliott as ·ao lodlar; 

Thlt mill wa5 erected by UrIah war veterao. Mr Elllot,t' djell: berore 
a .... oer Sr.,lo tbe year 1879, . on j t~e papers were .ratlfied,:and sanctIOD .. 
1M s .0 • old Brulley 60u r mill. e by the U~ S. Gover~meqt . · ' Ml 
POllld Bralley had erected a flour ' Elliott wa5 a~ofedera~e ' soldier -\iI 
121m an lbe ume 51te about · th. year ~h~ Civil ·~ar.· lloder /commai1d of' 
o 1!2S _bleh "&$ drlveo by an over I ~ oer~ 1 Kirby Smltll, aDd · Dick Tay~ 
.~ •• !A r .. heel; be also had aD op or In tl1~ South~ Wes!;':" A Iter the 

da_n.,.w 01111 dr iven by the lame l war Mr Ell iott worii~d his w ay from 
. wr p"-u arrangement. whloh had I~ISS ISSIPPI to l ow., and (rom · there 

ppla ~ b1 a new saw mill 10 0 comp.oy with. man r oawed R •• 
I I 10' ooids, Went to the 1> k ". J 1 pi • otas on a trap·, 

I U, r •• lUll tho mill was I nC~ exped iti on , .aod .therebY e nllstea' 
_ __ l , ..... :a.t.od "",1H tJ ft n uster 's J. rmr · ~ _ y . rll'l nll M ii ,.. , '1"1... _ 
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Da oe T:'Pe d 519, ro/4r - -_._- - - --

,/ B;rOlffi Gr eEnbank. \Y . Va. 
, > 

va . GEologi cal SurvEy .Paul Price . 
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I G Smith Hills boro . 7:. a.Fccahont 
I ndust ry. S~ll1'.l. E • _ ~c t r ~c.. /~ __ --

I ,.t. ~'~/'· 
"' ) . th E J erico !"' lat s nd th 

" 1'0 d For d San dston e coml fro m -
werE usEd in the: Court - House also 

l' the top of Frice hill 

thE old 
the GneenbriEr at Mar linton came oVErEd bridge across 

d KEE' Flats . 

About 1775 John Bruffey came to America from Ir eland he 1 

rued the stone mason trade before coming to this count}"Y and it i1 

h1s ancEstoJS that did most of the stone vlO rk in Pocahontas County 

, . 
ltt e:r part of the 17th antury and 'the 18th he and his sons were n 

l r f ine stone work and it was John Bruffgy with the assistance of ,.-.-........ ' 
---~ 

lhn ,Pa t r ick,and Mark that bui lt the; rock house for Jonathan McNei - ---
Itranc e of llcClintic Far ms on Sf/ago Creek,they liVEd in the SV/ago 

hat tilLe.John Bruffey wa s a noted stone worker an d today you f ' 

ot'lbstones that were er ected from I775 t 80 
o I 7 were ma de by hl 

00 ario s parts of the t b 
coun y ut th E most of them carn E from Bru 

. f1.n4 th GE eton es 1 th 
n e McNfE I cemet a ry in the Litt l e LEV Els a 



Fagt 2-

( A
nd Industry . samuel G SI:lith Hillsboro . ;-: .Va.pocahontaa 

cor ..... erc 

r( ~ut h ( met n su 
dd€n death o.t lLillpo int in I!S07 ,hE a.nd hie fam 

tilte livrd at s".'ago now 1:nol'i11 as Buckeye and hE took a g rist of 

to th
e mill for th e fami ly bread supply a.nd it v:as told th 

Ipoint 

an informant and relative that he was watering his horse when a d 

from thE bank of the crHk into the water and frightened his hors 

to be thro~m off hitting his head on a rock causing aln;oat instan 

ons foo lo .. fd this profrssion for many years and Murry Bruffey so 

r John Eruffey travEled about ovEr the county making monumEnts anc 

I fin d somE: of his tlork i n most of the older g raveyards startEd yea 

Pa trick Bruff €y l ocated in the northErn part of p ocahontas Cou 

t:lb.."Ulk, t h is "a s about r822 he ETect Ed a g rist mi 11 g ett ing th Emil] 

rE ? in E Gr ove on J.!i ll StonE Run 9r Ri lEyS CrEek above Pine Grove tb 

.. x( st ill in uee in the North F ' ork Mill, Eruffey later b€Came Sheri 

Co nty ,he diEd r853. 

A !"ort • s 'ouilt of nativE ~ ....:~~~nE at thE forks of Ta rth Fork 

T' , bout 775 f '--- or th e protEct ion of the SEt tlement from the in 



LiL,htn er q 
rry or on ?ric e Run kIl o • .'!! as JErico Flats ,v;hat 

~~~ f 
t

';; hi EY in this sect ion 0 the county is in 
to b e the oldest cu f\c mn 

lsts 
built about 18 00 by GE org E' Kee who cam€. from Tyrone Ir~lan 

he built a double lo g hous e a nd had this chi= ey built from roclli 

ll:nin gs c;,ua rry n ow orm Ed by John McN ei 11 aft er his passing his so 

Ii v ed i n th e log hous e I'1hich was burn ed during th e war about 64 a , 

.' 
his chimn ey is in use at the same l ocation being rEbuilt in I935 

Heiner this property is mmed by the decmc1ants of George & John 
, 

a KE'e an d Mi ddle Mclaugh lin.Cn the KEe Mountain is a sandstone qua 
~...--.~,~~ .......... ___ '.:.t-~"--'~'Y.ior.o:wa;o~~.<U 

[l er rock that have been 170 r ked out b y stone mason for hearth rock 

used " ith the old firEplace so co rrullon in all the older housesof P 

County and especia lly th e ones of the rura l sections. 

eorg e Heiner '\'iho liVES on Elk Mount a l.'n 1 €earned the Stone I1as 

En quite a young !!all k ' TIor l.ng 17ith GEo r ge Overholt he has built II 

chi • ('-'8 to 4' 1 , .0 S tilr.E an d has made a nd ErEct ed some 10 to 12 tombs' 

, - n ro th c r ock us ed cam e from Fl k - Mountain a nd th e ", f A .Larm a • IT 

n t r goolck" "'ill :I • I. tAm ~ \1 .... " .. ,.t' " _ ., 



rcE & Industry Sall".l(l G Smith Hi llsboro . ·: .Va . Focahontas Co. 

:t ions of pocahontas County . 

nE othe r camp s of worthy noticE is th E 'i .G McKEevE r camp on Sw-
- '-

thEy usua lly make from I to 200 gallons they use a pan and sell 

loca lly and to p Eople' pa ssing through thE' county,another camp 

rab l E s iz E i s thf O. W KFnnison camp just out of Hi llsboro on the 
....-- oJ ............. 

,ad thEy haVE a small EVaporator and ust:ally makE 'around 500 gal-

l ocally ,the income deriv~d from the sale of maple syrup and ~ 

rEat dea l to the farmErs of Pocahontas County in the Vlay of Extra 

everf nany of the sma ller camps have b een cut down and put into lu 

s grEat l y in dEmand at th is t· la ) par 1 CU r time,most of thE sugar maPl\ 

non show the k or" b mar ~s Hng Lap" ed e "1- Y ars and years ago by our fore_j 

Tradition has it that the Indians found out about the s yrup from 

r by chopp ing no tchEs in sugar trEEs l etting it fr eeze the water of 

.ontlnt freezing solid and nhat di d not f r Eez E was map le 
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I !'ldu otry ~8:r.ul l G ~rr. 1 t r. P.111eboro. 7:. VR.Pocahontas Co. 

df 11\'1of; on th f arm and com! as n car doing so as any farm the 

1:'< rv 1 1t 1n his many yEars of contact work.As the pionEer of 

t a unty ha d to d EpEnd on maplE' syrup and sligar for slVEEtEning 

for 1 ho.d its p laCE' with the Early sEttl(rs,as they oftEn times t 

, 

"S' r t o th E mE rchRnt for coffee and other necessary arti"~I~< 

the p i onHr di d n ot p roduce th erefore it took thE plaCE of money 

E lI1 b th£ exchang E of goods.A!any of my informants say the day of 
~. . - ... . -- ~""'- ' 

: hillEl!. cak ~ end t r e e syrJ.p 17 Ere days never to be forgottEn,and tha 

~_"? hElpE 0 rrak E up t h eir daily diet which consisted principally of 

11 T1l. po f,st r ong coff ee ,bacon an d sy rup. 

:.::!O on-- ..! r s . Li gon Coyner. Clov erlick. i'; .Va. 

;; . G :':ci(eever . Buckeye , ' T " a . " . v • 

, ~ Fric€ ~rlinton , M " ,i . ~ a . 

J . O :·orrleon . 1 I I I .. 
C'J Ii .c~; 111. EUCkfy . r: . R. 
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Master Polnto Growers 01 west 
Yirhinia for 1939 ,fi ew the results 
of their work, Upper left: Wilbur 
Yoare of Mill Point, Poc.ahontas 
"eount~·, wcarin.: a crown of potatoes 
and displayi ng some of bis choice 
spuds. Lower leil: Roy W. Godley, 
_,,+ricultural... Counselo r for Monon j 
gahe.la West P enn Public . Servic.e 
Compnny ; Robert. 'L.~ Hammer, "Ran
do ph countr ngre¥1turo~ agent; and 
J . Earle Romine, Maste ~ Potato 
Grtr'A-e.r in Randolph, looking over 
his equipm'cnt for pu"tting potatoes 
up n 15-ft) b:tgs w"ith "Upper Ten" 
label Upper r ight: Part ' of potato 
exhibit at R.an dolph County Grain 
and Potato Sho \\". L ower r igllt: L 'M 
BH "bte'Y of Brandondltc, Maste r 
PI):a to Growe: of Preston coun ty. 

~~~;;-~;th ":Cb ~ther ' ;j;ring ' t~.e p~~t' of BrandonvnIe, Presl 
th b li and J, Earle Romine year 'in demonstra.t.ins; "J~ . P9S~). 1 .. -

t ies of po-tatoes as a pa$ ~ro'p l~ a. ~ndolph county • were 
, t spon' sored coop-eratively ,bv wmners and declared M proJ ec . ' . . )0 

the ,Upper MonoDg'aheJa .yall~y. As· Growers m theIr ~e8pe 
soei8~i~n, . the - M.?no~ga.hela ,, ~es~ ti es. Each received a ea! 
Penn Public "Servlce Company,' .an $25, T~e R"n~olph co' 
the ;AgTiculfura.l ··'Extehstdn " ~ervii'e also receiv"a.: 'silvei ' 
of wlisf Yirgrni~':Unfveraliy 'irl' le'a:i:lI 'p'r'ovid~'d' iIi 'H;'~" 'daUY' " 
6 iilil !lcbb nHes; the"'Pi-"ifston 'ce:riiiitY tain newspaper of Elkinl 
~otato 9r9';j~~: A!sgcf~ti,~n ' 1.~.f t~at Hev~ner Dilley of 
county; .. a~d tqe . ~aily lD~ef-Mool! and Ge"orge V. Hannah, 
tain ",e",spaper in Randoll'h. . . placed s~cond and thir< 

Fields .of . growers . cooperatmg m hontas counfy. Roy. Durs 
the. proj ect wer e in spected f or free: and Charies ' C. Knapp 01 
dO.m.from wee~s . a!ld disease 'and ' in- were second 'an d "thir'a 
s~t ·injury and . . f or ~~igor fo .growth. land. second an.d third pI; 
Acreage ~nd r lelds were record ed, I were. D. P . Linger and I: 
~n.d t~e me.tho~s ~sea in .. pr?9uc~i on tonm Ile and Leslie V 
mc.1udmg .~lli d ·o,f. se.?~ ... u se?, ~,in- ' Montrosee. . . it. 

~e~anc~ -of :o~g;am~ , . m~tter . in the I The Maste; Potato ': C 

'
sOIl and fertJhz~tlO'" and disease ·J'ec· ' " t't:"t 'd ~6' . 

d . " t ' • _ " was InS 1 LI e' I r ' th 
.an l~ Se~t control ,*ere carefully 1 st- " L ~" ~. , . ' " ; 

h r k ' M" ~' ; •.. :- ' a :season fm · WeSt ·Vlrg 
~ ec

k
, .e~ . ~thod~ ·9'£ pa:ves.ting a nd three-fold '·pnrp cls~', · '( '1') -

" ar etmg tne crop ' were'. also' . con~ h . _ '- . '. 1 
'sid ered, with a View' to 'd te >< . t e atten:tlO,P of growers 
I e rmmmg ed pract·· .. . ' d ' 
.wno was eriit1ed rtb' -re . ' 't . ~- ' ': ' Ices m prO ue"tiol 
• b " cogm IOn as keting ' (Z' ) .to .' 
t e Master "Potatd Grow ._ '.' '. grn rec· 

{

county . . 'r' • _.' :' __ e~ . . lD. :e~.ch growers doing" a' good jol 
Award. -Are Give; ' W" r • to demonstrate the p~ 

W'lb "'" . Inner. supple ti h 
I ur "', Moore . of ' Mill P' 1 men ng t e . cash 

Pocahontas County ' L ' M B . 'hnt, farmers in the state by g 
-- '.' ..... *,': • . _ ~<4W:": eeg ley tatoes for market.. - -- - -



Viest '!ir ;;1nia ~'Ir i t e r s ' Pro j ect -
Ri:'::;rK:CH 1D:"; TcFICATION RE?ClRT 

Dlte 5/23/4I 
---- ~.-- --------

Dlte Research Taken 5jI1,2I 

ist SamuEl G Smith .. ~ _ . -- ----- ~. -- -.. --- ---.-- ---

om'co H. M WidnEy.Prank. W.Va, --I' ----.... - -_ .--- ,.- - ----.---
Ca vin 'VI pricE. Marlinton. 

'Ii .Va.GEological SurvEy.By Paul H Price 
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UJ L G SJ.: ITH 
co~ . Bel ~ 1:\ iJJ ST i\Y • SA II 

TA:lNING. 

r: I L1.5= ORO. i . . VA . FO CAl:!CXTAS CO'JN TY. 

i(8 of various s izfS opErating at 
t he shad tannf r '" ....-'./~ ' ( 

-ocshon ta s coun y , J Q, Jj/~ J~' ~ 
r 1 /..v-- /IJ:.V- , 

i 
"'anning Company op Erating 1n th 

e h' r e.1!:hE Un on • 
( thE first sf tt lErs cam q , 

TannEry bEgan opEration about 190 1 
undE r th e Gr EEnbrier 

rfcno r 1fr VallEy 

i I-f ic e wss 
th Eir "'" n 0 

operat Ed continuously UH"trt until 
in l! £1'1 York th Ey 

€ e a n fw and up_to-datE ts,nnery , 
plant burn Ed ,how v r 

. 

bui lt pon th E orig inal 
<t fai l Ed to c"erat e and W8S idle from I 

sitE,but • .. 

U!ltil 19~I . 
t~d ext:a~ wa s used from or to 2S when it was run: 

i:.& at capaci ty ,and the daily capacity at that time VIas a.bout GOO h i des a 

Eoth 

-
81; t hat time thEy EmployEd about 15 0 men both skilled and =81~illed with 

e;;?rox i !:2.t e pay- roll of ;;; 120 , 000 per year.Thi s tannery ha.d a reputation 

,,~ 'cing a VE ry finE grade of leather uh i eh "ms known by thE trade name 

• ~:-, f_nb_r 1U' , and ~. t _ _ •• ,,"6 1n grea dE mand by the l Eathe r industryli: a llover th 

'a.::(rn ;.<i rt of th e U S Th f • E i.'lieh Ed product was sh ippEd aln:ost EntirEly 

te . 

A1',{ £, 'nf rhl rr<>nae;(r l /l B S . N HE'nch . a n d to day a Dart of l!e.rlin to 



o :. JR~r & I : roSTRY SA:.:Un G S1-ITE HILLS=0RO • . : .VJ. .P 

, pcop lf to move in,thin = dE a mp rkf't that in turn 

l 
"'0 bl built to supp ly the n eEds of th E. tanner)' work'-"''' ' 

orJC !iO to 50 dwElling housES wEre built b y the Union Tarn 
,- ..-"'--

Tbis p lant r;as idle until th e spring of 4I when 

"'bf International ShOE Company of st. Louis Missouri and i l ----- --/' -
---~.-- .. -. , --_ ..... --- .. ---.,-.-' 

r.cv1ns a contract ~ ith the fEderal governmEnt to supply tl 
• • 

... oasand pairs of shoEs,and a t th e present time they are 

to no men an d will hi r E more as th ey gEt product ion star' 

r 1 runs about ~10,OOO month l y . Th is pay-roll helps g r Eat : 

r:cry ;;h is It b l ew fo r the first t· . - l m€ l n 12 years the pE.opl l 

~:-O' .d.int countrysidE wEre J' oyous . o Ecaus e th 6y ,- E ' K.-. 1 "'-" w """r : 

;'b.1 - xoll nbicb' b 18 oosting thE loca l markEts . 

Foe hontae County ha _ s anoth er tannEry located a1 

• rune un d. 'l:r t h of POcuhontcs Tann' 
o • lnt; nam 

Co . cni -
J . 'i Hoff n eX .ond J .e Hoff n Jr . J . GEoff man 31'd a 



';O .. :"lRcr", INUJSTRY SAL1J rL c: S! . ITP. HILI.8E,ORO. -; . VA . ?OCJUiCmT. 

er( occupifd by om;.> loyHs of thf, poc[.hontas TannEry t ht 

. ~ loy((s is 300 and the a VEragE monthly pa yro ll is C35.000. 

a nd Sup't /roduct10n 

Widn EY, ChEmist Arthus N 

is H.M il 

Kay, Chi£-i 

. 1 Ca rlson- Accountant Yi .F Groff assist~d by M. M Brown. The pr 

=oany is J . G Hoffman 3 r d hE is a lso tr t'a surEr,I.G HOWE S Vice 

b rig t sEcrEtary and a ss' t tr~sur~r. 

, . 
This tannEry has a dai ly capacity of 3000 sidEs of sol 

"- . " ' ", ? ... .,. 

b :ch is s i ppEd.hcr€ from South Am€r ica,Australia , IHw ZEland,Canl 
_ _ __ ---._ "'_ ....... _ .. . I:V"' --' _. ~- ' .. """' ......... I"-~.--_-. -. ...... ---•. -- .. ...,-~,-.. ""-

l bESi dES that "h ich is - ...... . -
OJ E t::l < rE output of this tannEry l' s d rna E' into SOlE lEa ther wh ich 

~~t £ hi 'fB on lY) that i s shippEd to llS~l-a manufacturing CEnt Ers ruo 

: . 5 . ' bEs i dEs somE is sh i ppEd abroad to bE USEd th ErE. 

1!HeE t t PoO annEri E's not on l y f urn,ish emp loymEnt to s €>I 

., o Oll~e County a, Cn but th is· i .ann n g in duetry l ocated as 

.. ! . tor th 
eurplus oommodotifs of both Fdrav and r6 



,).J. lTC & Ind..ll:'try . S. G S~.ith Eillsboro . :: . :a . ?ocrhontas 

. 0 fur starte d Clld not just elon( thE poo,?lE of P o caho:J. 

haVl bClptd ktlp our much n(cded rai l r oads ope r a ting i7 . . ~ .. 
:,;,crs,f rom thE taxEs paid by t hE emp lo!;J Us nEw r oads a nd sch oo 

:l :; en lUI intain Ed , y;h i ch has contribut Ed t;r (atly to th E g ro}7th 

s arood roads end our b Eautiful scE n Ery ha s inducfd many tour is 

tr . our county end state and t hEy spfnd mu ch mon Ey at d Ufe;rEnt 

:I ~h e county . . , 

So bE it sa i d t hat tannEriEs we r e startEd in Poca hontas 0, 

r ~rst sEttle rs and arE st ill op Erating wi t hin our bordErs today. 

-"':orration- Calvin ., Pr i ce . ffir linton . rio Va . 

H. U ";idney .Frank . ~~ . Va . 

~ . Va . G€ologica l SurvEy . By Paul u " P riC E. 
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1 ,"/e G '~ VirGini" WJ"i t~ r s ' Pl' Oj~ ct 

, : :.11.1'--_·..:..-----;~u:S ,.:P.'l GJ' r m:;. iTU'ICAT l ul' HEPORT -
Date .t_Y-.il2LY-_L ------_. 

1 j~ ot . eommer.c.e...JLlnJiuat..;Wf4l----·
Iron Ore-

R ".a~ch lio1'1:or .~fl:l!'ll ~1. . ~_~n:i~t:.::b=--_. 
llite llE>search Ta ken 1:J/3,J,,!O, 11[1 

'l) ist ---- - - --- - - - -- - ---------
samu el G smitb Dat e 

S uree . :':~:(~._ Mrs _~~e~ _ R :€d.:J!::fr~ ;rsvihl-.r; 

Court R€cords.~rlinton.W.Va. 

Ca l v in 1/ Price. I I , , , 
\ 

, ' 

Filed 



IndUs
tl

'y . Sf).U1U cl G s r,lith Hillsboro , ~, . VEJ. . pocahontas Count 

orC cnbriE'r OrE company .-
In July 22 1940 this company rIas 1ncorporat Ed, its princip? J 

£6 in the Capita l Oity Bui l ding in CharlEston , and to datE they have \" 

.:1 in bo~h pooahontas And Gr Hnbrier County .Their chartEr for the fol: 

to minE strip or prOC ESS a.ll ki nds of minerals ,coa
l 

an d oth e r surface - <~--

su s rfaoe p rodUots inc l uding Iron 
Ore , ilanganEs e , Coa l, Oil and Gas. ----.--.. ----.---~-.--. --... --=--

Th E incorpo ra t ors were Rush, FsthEr l.! and A Rush lL eadows al 

and A.V Hunter of Marlinton . W.Va. . . ' 
~. a rl,Eston. rl .va . and du ring 19 40 and 41 they werE opErat ing on and nea. 

:lS :':o:mtai n on th e farms of James Reed, iI. Raymond and st erl Shinab erry 

.;::os :':0 laugh lin p lace. 

s eam S ov 1"1 a bull doz ET and ~he lqui pment used r.as a t h a d 

~ o~ thE Or E . It vre s truck ed to Ea r :~ (j. hev in;:., cant ract ed th e hau lLl1. ~ on 

:!J. erE ;;rou!'ld and l( ma de ready for the smelt e r th t a wa s constructe 

,tEet of its purity ' - , m making this t est they filled the maJleshii 

t r f mace 7ith " _ mixture of iron ore , li mestone and coal thi! 

( It. oo>(lt r f urnac ( ,when t h e t es t nas fin isln d they had a pi : 

01 &.rVina 14 1: ,. .,.., 1- _ _ ~ _ .1>_ • • 



r ~ i th . Hillsbo r o . ;; . Va.pocahontas 00. 
re( And Induotry . snmu 

h'ountain Tb e Buckley Uountnins txt mding 
ero\1!lS er k and Browns I , 

s 

40 . 

1 Y 

v r Or 
Or 

C'€k and Ext mdinG tor r o st and beyond. • Oscar 
(k, I:l14Pps 

i
n the BeB.Verl1ck Mountains and has been since 

1 1s prospectinB 

-

.i ll a 

\., 

O 
~ is found to "in paying quantiti Es pocahontas Co· 

If Iron r~ 

in have a boom lik e she had during the lumb,er operat1ons 

pecahonta.s county is rich in natural resourcEs a.s I'i e find c 

:l ::;foy sect ions of th~ oounty especia lly the no rth'l7EstE'rn part as t 

6 coa l on Cheat , GaulEy , Flk, Black , }lountains some of l'Ih ich has been op 

d P but the great er part has never b e en open ed up for the simple rl 

t 16 cost all found back a cons iderable distance from the R Rand tll 

.at' roll. h er d or unt il th e other fie l ds play out pocahontas Count~ 

DO ub l'I ill not be op enE'd up to a VEry gr~t EXtent unt il that 

• 1l1ao foun d and has b eEIl min fd on Bri f'ry Knob, 

.. ftn£A +'k _ IL ,, __ "' .t. _ 



f & Industry.B.G Smith pocahontas County. 

Sen a:ral b di cf tha.t John ",'h i tmire had th E' first cire 

1 op 
ration in pocahontas County,this operation took plaCf 

III n 

I of l{napps Cr ek sometice in the gO s • 

I.B Buck lEY.Buckeye.W.Va • 

. 1liam Perry had an up and Down mill 2 miles from Huntersville 

[nf.R. L Syms.P-untersville.W.Va. 
, , 

Henry McCormick is Eupposed to be the first man that filed : 

t:as duri ng the operation of the Vlhite pine by the st.IawrEnce . 

het oed theirllU l at Ronceverte but t ~ I go yhe ogs in Pocahontas 
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West Vir ginia Vlr i t{>rs' ?roject 

RESEARCH I DENTIFICATION REPORT 

Sub ject .l:'ocahont&.s L:ounty History 
- - "lJnlfptef't;sectioll Zrr-

_ . .. . -_.- . ----
Juanita ~ . Dilley 

Re s earch i1or!:er 

Typist JUllni te. :) . :::li lley 
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Source - ------ ------ -- -----

r OL:flhon tas Times. Januars 2 . 

ueed Book 36 pa ge 1 5 

~te April 24 . 1941 

D.>.te lteli~rch Ta!cen 
April 1 0 

---------

~te T~Ted April 23 . 1941 - ----- -----

Dat e Filed 

1930 



thE 

oor-.. t.t.ree ;.nl 
!nd,1J.stry Samue l G Smith F.l11sboro.Ti .Va.Poca.CO. 

of Pocahontas County,i s bEautifully sit
the oounty Bcat 

junction of Knappe Cr(. €k and t he Gl'eE.nbr1er R1ver,w1th an 

of 2,123 r Eet aboVE soa_lEvel.It i s thE dte of the oldest settU. 

in Focahontas I>. County mad€ by Bt €pb en s€W ~l1 and Jacob !.!arlin dUring 

thE ... 1nt .. of I750 -5 I and was knolm as ~arlins Bottom until IISS7· In DEC. re 

olonE'l Jo!m T l!cGrat7 purcba.sed the farms known as Mar'linas Bottom and I, 
I I 

thE ?Ocsl:ont~s DevE-lopment COrrp,:-n¥ has C!artered t o promot e the towp.·lt off_ 'I 
9 

~E' $ 5 , ODO . to be app li ed on a n€ti court-house if the peop.J.e l"lou ld ~aange· J! 

!"bE county- SEat from Huntersvill f' to t.:ar linton wh ich VlaB don e by special 

(' ect10n and the Cheeap€ak & Ohio Railway T18.8 :>€gun i~iL1ediately and comp

It:t.Ed in 1905 and SinC E; the con;> l etion of t he railroad th e town has cont_ 

1.!:.::. Ed to grow . 

:.ccat ed L'l tarlinton 1s a Hi gh and Graded School tvo banks Tbe 9a-

::.t 01 t:z.=linton and. rne First Irat i k 
' ona ,the town has two weekly nE"i1spape-rs 

\.1:.. .. focahonta,. Times tstablleb e 1'( -:I~ r;.:...,..r~......?~Ll)l)~ I S9 by t he Prices and nO\7 edited b 
, ta.re4 1 f i? ~ ISS 3 by J y 

ca 'l'Ui i'rt c: ,1 t l:4r11nton J ames B Canfi e l d & P.ezek 1ah 
ournal nae eatabll h ' 

B ed in 1918 and owned by thE 

Crt('nbrler Tannery of th Uni on 

PfI'Vlolon ot 8 . 11 Hench op 
r t herl:' fo r years or 

13 ~ ~ ' .... rt 
'l S.. ,,'t 

op rn t WlU l 19lf.I 'l<hen 

e' f. Lt"" h r 
0 •• branch of the Intfrnl'.tiona l 



And Industry samuel G $cith Hi llsoor o . :: . Va . Focabontas Co . 

~ .' 1'- c' & Co,,",,,)1Y wno 1<s"l. druggists. clUto
st . Wu18 MO . S . .... ,n .I.j"I. 

1 I
_ra cers with J.A llclaugb 11n a s sa l e eraan and !l1Gr. 

Grooery,nbo fsn f b 

to d:!te ba rd,,..r' etor' o.-ned ahd operated by C.J Richardson & sons 

con
t ractor and building: matrrla1 born in Marl1-

11111ngsroorth building 

IIton took t ook to building construction at an early age and bas built nany 

of tee businESS houses and dwEllings i n liarlinton,aa the t9,m grew more at-

or E"B and other busi nes s Establishmmts 'f,'ere built a s today you find the 

following home owned stores Thom s & Thomas aIill o\IDEd by Mrs Anna TboJlB.s, 

o . s G:-OCEry by laura NE leon,Th e Shrader stor e by Gl Enn Shrad€r,P.C Curry 

goe=a 1 store,\ii 1liams & pif ex gE:l store,ForEst Ma l comb g en. etore,p Eoples 

. 
storE: & SU?p l y co .by the late Ira D Brill and now owned by his wife Iura 

Erill,e..o up to date drUg state '1ith Drs.AIl En & Calli ..I _ f) Eon as own ers, N6'lS 

7 '''-'-~ /~..-..t.]:'d'~ ~ 
. 't..end. and ~~ fct 10ns Harry Sharp and th · · " . • ana e by h is brother V,filbEr,T.D Mo-

ore: c!"y Sodde and groceri es '\'?ith an up to date j ewE1ery store by AmO B \i'oo-

3(.: 1, lnn£. drUB Shop b y }' lrta & Mab le ~.~<\" ... :v.v.-, ~ lan g , a 
shoe repair shop by Dice Gri-

I. Iltod tt.notb l1' by RaYI'I'.ond \711e " 1 .. .,; y &""a r inton also ~as the folIo .-..illg ' garag€s 

1 4"\" J' 

.. '1.'1" . J\.xroot. ,81,t\J'('re .A.O 'n l ' V r J.er , Sh ( tta 
'\ ~.'I... 

& ~(1n s:01' t:e. rllnton Electric a.ll of 

Of bu.tnf., .rt bom 01'11\ d c.nd Op t r t cd and g rew with thE t: Msion 

. , . b . b l ip of ,11 h e pug lia oplrlt od mOl nn.cply 

• • " ... 4r'" .no •.• .• ,0.114 1'1\ \ ~ 
O t .Um D tl11l d. many 0 h f rfl aD th ( pop-

• 171.ln 1 10 1 
'r. 1 .04 ~rtc1 1n 1940 it ,:tlfl :GOO .... .. ..... ~ 



co~crc< & Industry.Samufl G Smith H111sborc.r. .Va.Poca,Co. 

hes thrce ellsol1nE d1~tr1but1on tanks The standard Oil Co. 

" l ine .American a nd ,';'1111ams & pi! er Cano ce • 

Tlars ago in the days of what was called th< peddler days Pau:L 

("oOIdal carried 0. pack on h i ,B back allover the hills of pocahontas Cmmty 

:aking Enou gh monEy to start a department store wh ich he opErated for ye_ 
, 

art; latEr going into the l \imbf r business but at prEs€nt in ' the \lho l esa l~ 

:1.17 Goods busines s cov Ering sev€ral states . llarllnton has an · up to date mEat 

::::a.rit ft orr.lE'd by Frank !!cle.ughlin. 

l!arlinton has thE follouing hotels Th e uarlin S €17€ ll,Clarks Home Ho-

El,~E1!ord8 ?:otfl bEsidi:B JraDy tourists homes thE onE in thE town is 

c1 !!:"e . S . J Rt;xrode . 

operatEd 

!.llln~ llB.rlinton bas had' many doctors both medi c~l and Burg i cal 

;...an7 of the (.arlHr ones moved out but we find Dra . No rman and JamEs Price, 

~ . A F~td tn tht mldical fi el d ~hi l~ 
\7E find Drs; Harry So I t er and K. J Han:-

r~ £ ln~:.h b t mtcUcal and surgical f i eld all thesE mEn admini stering to tbe 

01 POcahontao coun~y the Burgery bUng performed. in tbepocahontas 

110 "I'. 1 WId r tb( IUPtl;V1 1 # • On 0 .. L:r s . tLS tioodyard. 

I 1a~ro II 0111' It t own 10 Pocahontas County! rom thC' standpoint 

• ''''001,:,. ora tr.m I .. 't1~ 
t.O\'lU of' Hunttro\'ille "as 

• Ur I n11l •• , till., 
but oluHtfr \, I IUl'rf"nd r(:d at a 

• . _. 
, '. • -.. 

I 



PaGE 4-
S~m~.l G S~ith ?ocahontas County. 

drtt unl:no\m . H111Ebo ro 1s 141cat€d on a breed lev El pla1n with an 

ion of 2.302 feft bEing situated in thE cidst of the finest 11mestone 

farming stction in the county and ' is larg ely supported by th~ products 01 

tbE6£ farUls end for many years Hillsbo r o roas thE Educat ional cEnter of that 

r fig :on a.."1d support Ed th e Hillsboro Academy as Hi llsbo ro r.as knOilIl as AcadEmy 

for many ycarsas it nae EstablishEd ,in 1942 v;a.s IncorporatE.d
J 

1n that yEar 

undE-r a charter gn:nted by the state , of Vlrbinla the incorporators WEre the 

late men JosE:ph Seard,S.D Foe.ge, Samuel L Mathews,l~oses H PoaE,'e,John Hill, 

Thoras P. 111:JamEB !l111er,and Richard L:cNH l the first pr1ncip~l W2.S the 

REV .JosEph Erotm roho sErved for sEVE.n years and was SUCCEEdEd b y 
Rev.!.!. D 

:lmle..p* y;bo serv ed Wltil thE ':':a X 
came on in 1860 and the ,school clos€d,B.:rter 

this t he county pu rchasEd the building for public 
schoo 1 purpos es, this was 

the fir£t Bchoo l of h i gh ord€r in the 
countY8J1d it left its i~re.ss i on upon 

b~ [ducat1on intrEBtB of thi ' 
, s mountain 

reSion as man" of our 1 
J Ead€-rs of . 

to y rt:ctivtd a part of th€~ . 
_r t':o.ucat ion t t h 

p 

a i. old academy . 

IUll,boro ho.e cont 1nued to 
grow a s an fducationa l center 

as today 
!lroc:l k P~ulat1cn of 225 a part of 

\ .. blch are PE"ople -ho 
" have mo\red 1n for 

llonal .~to.ntat.(. 01 tOday thrra 
10 11 high sohool 

and II grade school . 

l to our 

to .r .. knOT:n tLtl hAt i.It e.G .. hora show but later .t y t Ir • ~ It 
'. fl t tht, 110. that 0 ( or t"'~ ).~ • • 



.....\. -

and Inc!UBtry . e!1mu.l g S •• ith pocahontas Co . 

tha t pocahontas County EVE'r produced or oym<d wcrC raCE.d or shown 

tllCm ...... 1 F~ o\m<d by RobErt Burns . Gratttn Pat ch raced by 

:::::--
Elackburn by Pe. t Gay 

• 
and :: . Snn~uckle,Tr:hum~ by lacy Johnson , IXl.:k 

~-ny othErs . MClaughlins opErated tb i s fair fo r 3 o r 11 years each year they U 

'. 
rEnt to J.."t . StEr1ing Ky . and b r ought i n many fin e saddle borses tbat Tl ere so_ 

at pub lic auotion . The late G'orgE 11)alliso" a l so brought in many fine gai-

, " 
ted. horses end sold' them throughout the county . The last year ,the show opera_ 

:£c. n s und~r the ca.nagEMEnt of Dr . !larvin C Smi th as he rented it that y€ar. 

Abo:lt !9 I5 this show Vias n:oved to UaI'linton to +O';7 Er Oamdfn \ih Ere they oper_ 

s n C 
for a ahort t i me and. f i !1ally the presEnt f:1 r.;bt was bought and a cOrPor-

a : tOcn 1:2.8 form Ed and ca ~l ed The Pocahontas . County Fair which TI E. sti ll have 

.-!t h add,td f(.atuI EB to \i'hat it ,-;as at the start ,th e r.18.l1agern ...... t Dr S E 

'0 

• 
• 

'" 11aS • • 

, 
ce,Jobn Sydlnstr i cker,l . F.. - '11 l i :l i ams an u' Z 0 . .... Smit h and many oth E'rs this 

• • dooc by ;>ub11c Sp1 r1t ed men Dr . Fred CAllen 
f o r t hE d(v t: 1Op ~Ent of our count~t ,end 

7 :bl. ~1l1r 1a look<c1 fon1a rd t o by 
t h ousands of Our pf'op l€ e...Tld is e. hO!2-

tor ,,1'.( on • out ot the county 
I 

a.nd 8te tC' . Hill sboro is in the center 

haY( ... 11 <1 th, 
CUp 11ke ob pe basin of tE'r t 11e soil !'ro-

trom th( p i on t ( 1' t o the p r e_ 

'r( th' rollo~1nll har l f 0 V' S ax . Sb ( r J::&ll 

1 k . "'n(l ot.h r".th ! l rnt phy.lo1an ~8 



}8L. ( e.----
& In dust ry.6 . G Smith pocahontas Co . 

" ryan end JamEs A laRuE a ll of thEsE men 17f rE bo rn in thE farly part 

tb< 18th century . 

At the time of the breaking out of t h e war William CUrry TlRS sErving 

8. both county and Circuit Cl erk and feeling the county rEcords "ere in 

d.e.llg
er 

the. couxt order ed the r eco rds removed to th e home of the late Joel 

. 
Bill hEre th ey r emained till 1862 when llr CUrry became alar med and had them 

r Emoved to Covington Va, for safe Htping later to be removed to the resi-

denc e of U111iam Claxk wherE they wEr e conc ea l ed in a stack of buckwheat 

straw and later to the mount ains and stored away at the house of a Bapt-

ist m1.niet ex en d at the close of the war court was hel d in the old Meth_ 

odist Church at Hillsboro.These men were tru e to thei r trust.ml: 

ThEeE- accomp lishment s were made by publi c spiritEd men working for 

and contriMting to the g r owth 0" P h • ts oca ontRa County. 

lnf--- C. \1 Price Marlinton.it.va . 

Re lla F Yf a g ex . H1 11abo ro. l' 
F.ardcstys H1et ory and Geographical [ncyc l op edia(propErty of Rella 

'1 . 0 Bmi th HillBboro .17 .Va. yeag er) 

';I .Va . O,.logical Bur ~, • v - ; . .. y Paul Pr41ce. 

• 
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-
I::~STRY.SA t:U1L G 91 ITH HILLS:;ORC. . ~; .VA.POCJl!cn'A' 

thO l'VEl and :r.ore fertile land ... "._ ti~bfr "80 cl(ar(d. ~ 
. 

t Count".The land and climatE: was adapted to 11-pocahon as J 

!ar~jng and sO liv eetock of all kinds was imported from other _eo-
~took • 

tlon. 
i £h ePn no doubt as thEy are knOl'lIl as the 001-

the ~rmter number be ng - r 

dEll Hoof 11 fo r pocahontas county as for l!1l.Ily years the sale of wool and 

. 
lombs has b r ought mo re money into the county than any other thlno;.Ahout the 

first ShEep 'brought in by thE first ' BEttlers "as the lIerlno that haa long 

- -
bEen fsltoUB for its fine wool as well ss Illlltton qualltl es,this furnished 

11001 for thE mny Eplnning wheels, carding mach ines and f oot-p owered looms,tbe 

L<rino >;ss a hardy sheep and well adapted to this county ,these were foIl.:. 

OWEci by th e ShropshirE and Southdol7n wh i ch wEr e not only de.sire.ble for vool 

p:.u-po ••• but producEd finE quality of mutton and today this section of the 

rH"brier -;alley p rodUCES som' of the best rrutton lambs that is found in 

ht statc '"h ich art. eh i d t PPE a the - Eastern m rket s "herE they a re slaughtll' _ 

f 
t!lc cUCaSB(B dl' (B~ln€ out bett Er . ' 

than th e av Erabe, thf( £h fep inchlst_ 

:"/ .:.&1.. cor. rlbu.t!d mOT tot1ard t h £' 
g rowth of the colOnty than any othEr l1n_ 

· on, ... '1': ' 1'.1nd uh "- on 90;,- of . 
-" • th C fnl'm of 

"' POCahontas County t hat givr 

• ... 
\7 

' t l"': •• • 0 \1 0 ' . y( 

• Ath'l: t . • 

n ti I~, 

rly th fl oo l 1n th 
• opring Md th. lo:tb oro;> io th. 

-o.t v luab1 , 11v 
otOOle that th. r .. rcrr. of th. 00-

tp of . ny dirt f!'tnt brH;;!.. 
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ROI &. G 9 ", ', I LLSBORO .POOA!!O:!TAS COUJ:TY. IN roSTRY . S • • • 

t b f va l fs l:ut not in a s grEat numbErs a. USE to on thf hills and in • 

the tlountainous sEctions 01' the county are plenu_ thE bear that roam 

fat and dEstroy sevEral hundred dollars worth at she.. , ful and each year thEy 

Oelt of the business othEre handling only Tlhat they Ep, Eome farmcrs g olng1':: 

can kfEp in thE more thickly popu lat ed and close in sections the dogs have 

",'th the sheep industry along with the bear and unless steps p lay fa bavoc 

are taken t o ri d the county of bear 'arid strict dog laws the sheep industry 
, , 

i n Focahontas County is on the dEc line and the ;:> t8.k was r<ached about I930 

as the: gOVErnment has bough t up a larGe percent of the mountainous section 

of thE cotintYJITith no inha.bitants thus waking thi s a bears paradise ideal' 

for the sportSD:!<f!l but vfry hard on the shefp rai SErs and producers of the co-

unty thus a dec r ease in the ShEep industry for ti'h ich Focahontae County ls. no-

tEd end bets hE r grea test cash i ncome- from . As sheep thr iv e on high ground and 

:.oat of this 1s government owned the numbErs will be less, their liv es .shorter 

and a d,r c:-Ql flE' in incomE to the f 
armers . 

" 

In Pocahon tas we find many 
Reg ist ered f l ocks,ne,mely HampshirE's,Oo r_ 

of t . , C't. f}eoto , Bouthdowl1 Shr h 
ops 1ro D.n d Co rr i aa l •• most of thEse f l cks ~ .... ve 

li t' • • " t "bl lob'd . ,1not 1900 
Clnd. tO dny c om e of the beat f l ocks of thes e bre>Fcs 

• 
• at 

art rOUnd 1n Pocn.l\ont ao ounty and mos t of thps p 
Po 

bon a. County ralr,Th 
Grf'(nbr1 ~r ~Itl Va11fY 
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boing to Th. Ri chn.on d stat E Fair and to Baltimore winning 

;>riZ.
s

•The first pur ebr ed h erds Established in Pocallontas County were 

r.l\Cij)sb1 r es beyond a doubt and WEre brought into the COUl'lty by f.R Mclaugh_ 

lin Nl d his brother th e lat e Lee P Mc laugh lin both of H1llsboro and at pre-

sent n' find n flocke of Purebr ed Hampsh1res Olm Ed By Ralph Arbogatt of 14 

llpo1nt , onE by LH iT l1liams and A.O Barlow of r£a.rlinton and -one by Monroe 

Et-e.l'd a t Arbova l f , W.~ Arbogast of l:l J. lpoint has e. fine flock of Chevlots,r.e 

il:id JJl"~ete and Southdov:ns E scattered throughout the county but the larg-

£et f lock of DJrgets is onntd by A. C Barlow and the most 8outhdowns are bE-
• 

l.ng p roducEd by l.H Ui1l1ams with S.G Smith of H1llsboro starting a p'~r.br-

Ed flo ck of Southdornl6 , thE'e e b r Eeders furnish rams to the w.any sh€€p men of 

tbE cau.nt y.end state, !rany of \'/tdch a r e so l d through the htens i on Depart:nent 

c. : thE!r.BJlY ram sal te h eld throughout the state. 

Cattlf:: are nExt i n i~o rtance in 
th e way of inco me i n th e county and 

, t. • .,t !"o t;?(g the bed type and th e 
dairy type but thE i!lOst i mporte ..... 'lt a t 

b ct Mirra 1 as many f a rm(ro 
~d catt I e ln €'n throUSh o'J.t th e 

c '7 pro ~<, and .,11 the fin1 b 
o (d product f d OUD in thE - ye'sr o l d st fEr 

• • 
nd Abcrdcfn_Ansuo brc • for r:hioh th< 

ntt 1(' l':U El th e 
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larGE livestock farmEr on wcust C!:Hk ,b1a " ork ft8 

on 
by his sons r . E & D. ll Ca lli s on. Today you f ind Recist er£d berde 

:-j cc1 

1n many seotions of the oounty wher e b lu ogr as s grows you .. 111 find pl81_ 

tl' of fat catt l e. Tho lat e J. S !lcllEEl o"r t h e levels was a pionEer in the 

?ur< rEd 3E e! Catt l e bus i ness as he brought into t h e county from all parte 

of the U. S the finest cat t le that money cou l d buy at that time and today -
DOQ( of thE same bloodli n e-£; that these gent l emEn. brought to the county at1n ... 
EJ.1Gt.Arr.o ng th e breeders of Hereford catt l e that wer e r egi s t ered ar e the 

follorr !.ng mfn bes i d;-B th.!_ 0!lfs above menj; i Qned F .P Kidd b rs.,E'd er of EEr efo_ 

-:.""-4.;1J~. ~.1\\~ 'b ~ ~~ ~""".7::U[ -'l ~ ~ ~)Y. 
rdE end AorrdHn Angue J::': .C S!luth of H111sbor o J A.C Barl ow an d Chas. Baxter 

of the f o ray sEctionK and Ho\'.'ard Heven er of thE' Gr eEnbank sect i on. 

!.E ';71111aI!8 dlf :!arlinton is b r EedEr of Ui lking Shorthorns thEsE men rra.ke 

up thE bulk of the Purebr ed breeders of POCa...llO~tP. s County . 1B.ch year some 

exhibit at thE Pocahontas County "a<r t - ... a ~ar lint on,thus adVex-

t !. ' 1ns hUr otocY. for \'!hlch they f ind 
a r{ady sal e from all ov Er th e stat E'. 

l:a.ny br( r4,cre 
art Go l d thl'ough thE calf sa le at ""rlinton and th. 

:'0 Jll.c;' oone 1'111 
. to be Bo ld, there to the nany livfstock br€€dE'rs 

fro 0..,1: .~. U \ 1. 

"'Ooor 10. 

r t di t shou ld to wh1ch :ru 
o 1e o I • 

0." Coro )' 011 ~ 
no c10ub t did IZlOr lor th£ 
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co . 
thon any o t h or man or g roup of !ten, 

j:~d\J.Bt r)r . S . Co . S. FOce.h on tas 

j. nd'..lst ry of pocan on taB County 

th Liv
£s+.ock Sh i ppi ng ASBoci at ion, the woo l pool , thE Farm 

b ~ eu11t up e .. 
•• 

;.>:(Su to the h i ghEst poss i b l E pEak ,as this tip ' of men are needed wEry-

cll
H

£ sO the sta te Department at Iiorgantown having noticed his ach l wements 

in ?oee.brotas County and took hi m to Morgant own to th e Ext fnsion Depa,rtml!'llt. 

:t r.as through his effo rt s that we have Qur f f €d er calf sale annua llYlt~e , 

~ se1EJand rr.or E pur e-b r ed s ires on the f a rms of Pocah ontas County • . .. 
bfor2tion- _ L B Ca l l i son . U8.rlint.on.o W ".Va . 

ll. C Smith 
n . G !.!cKeEV€r 

Hi l lsboro . " 
Buckey e... II 
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I:6t. Researoh Taken. Y7 ,9,10, II ,12/41 
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Cora-treE And IndU&trr 

Smith Hilleboro .. . Va . pocahont a. ClIt. 

r and " opl€ G)'rnp-f tlplC (;UL B . -

ThE" rrapl E syrup 
--~ t. County s t art<d baok in Inc!indust.ry of po~.on a 

ian tlmfB fi B wE f irst d en t roun~ burn €d out by th. Indian and he.d tb €- woo .. t.?' 

hot rocks r,rfrE used in 
thEs€ troughs t o bo il th e sugar watEr down , then the 

old iron b th e hardy o i onEfr tha,t first s <ttlEd 1n Pocahontas kE ttle uSEd y ~ 

Pan 'and t oday IT€ f ind many of t h e ,up t o dat e 'evapthEn cam E along th E Bugar 

orators in use in BomE- of Qur lar gEr Bugar orc,?a....::fi.s 1n Pocahontas County. 

Suga r maplE trH'S are found i n many parte of Pocahontas EspEcially 

on thf flEvatCd flate a nd in the many rich COVC S E!cattfr ed OvE r alIooet the .. --
EntirE county . L:any old sugar trf fS found throughout the county bf8.r th e rrark 

of l:2,.;.'Y tappings end somt in a VEry crudE r.ay as some wEr E tapp e d by the up_ 
.... ... -'Ca rd. etroke of an ax a.nd in this notch a thin shi ng l e like board wee driven 

t h l& cer rl E:d the 6 U£8.l' water to thE o l d open trough \7hich was e i ther burn ed 

0 :- ChOPPfd. out of Borne sort of soft \-7ood namely Foplar, and CucumbEr and th e 
- _ GO 

!rou~h. cad( by t b e Indien a "- ~ 
were burned out and by thE first s Ettl<rs while 

~ f : 7"";;1>. d 10 tb e 14 tt ex part of 
the I6th c<otury and thE ones made at 

'I: • if f t . n. t. t.. 11:; 
,art Chopp c1 out wi tb 

a foot adz unn~ of r.hiob are found i n , .... ~! t •• t . l~ ' r ~. t hrouehout t h 
oounty tbat ar E' op en Cd oh )Ica r fo r LeI • • • • • 0 14 tl 

f ,.,11( ktlelc 
t rOlJl lue oh to Ou r r y t h lr.. t er fro::! tb e t rf'f' , -• 111 I I 
" r lAC ' d by Ih , Du n l e ll on r.h1ch lraa • • 

~ 0 &; t, Q \ • b k q . 

, 
I 
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t opped Ea ch spr i ng throughout the county but 

f h mE: use howEVer of thfSC arc or 0 
TI e find many camp. that make both 

an up to datE camp on CloVEr CrtElI: 

an
d BU,.,...r fo r sale among them 1s 

syrup b-

Ligon Co'mer of cloverl1ck th e- sugar orchard 10 on Gov. 
~ountaln operatfd by J 

C
"mp i9 on the farm of BErry Coyner this 1. the largEst 

la-~d but the ~ 

and sai d to h E the 3rd largest camp in the United 
ca~ in Pocahontas County 

states .They started operation in the spring of 1940 a t whi ch time they tapped 

enough t r EE.S to USE 6,500 buckEts . Hls equipl!lent consist s of an €Vaporator 

n th thE capacity of 20,000 gallons of sugar vmte r Ext ens ive p ip elinEs a st-

o:-agf. te.nk or gath Eri ng tank)hie ent ire equipment cost bEtU£Ell $4 and ':'5 . 000. 

in this evapora tor is tlhet is mown as a Hydrom€-t€ r an instrument for mEe.s
'--

\Uln g thE- specif ic gravity of Idlqu ide , a l so thE strength of liqui ds and by 

t h e ua( a! th is tb ry arE- ab lE to make syrup o~ if th • un arm icknEss , co l or and 

. ~~ tn~th ~J ual ng t his ln8tr~~nt th~y a r E a b le to make a sy rup to put on 

r.(('t c.t (t1.ng nIl eta.nciar ds of rtqUir emE'nts s et fo rth by thE governcE:::;,t 

e. CU T ir, . to Ilr. Ligon 
CoynEr 20 .000 6allono of sugar r.ate: r makES about 600 

rt4 ( "TUp ~hich th< y lind r<adr Be l ( B th 10 S)T rup is bou-
tor r 

h e Or t cnbri t r Hot (l (. t .'h it Sul;>hur Sprine;s 
on. I 

all 7' r 't . 11 I. \ I 1 .old 10 ' llr to th' " • \re . ?-..: lp 
lot I, .. . -. hI nK 4 X., in.! , r o t!) to Ohio 1r.. bulk in 
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1 ~ S ith Eill£'Joro. ·,: •• a.Pocahontas Co. 
,rc l anel In el'J.stry Sunu t 

\I n, 

;jlp lC Syrup Industry. 
barrtls,Dut mo st of v:hat \'!as sold loca lly ,:as put up in pint, 

c-a llon cans all of l7hich brought $ 2.00 pEr f;allon. 
i gallon and " 

In 1940 they madE' 500 ga llon and in thE season of 41 thEy mad£ 

)0 and 1000 ga llon a part of this syrup wa.s rrade into fancy pack-

by using small molds of mapH Haf and rosE dE'sign thesE' boxes 

n the markEt for sal!; on spEcial occasions nam€:j.y 'birthday end gi-

for wh ich they r EceivE SO ,cents p Er pound, this is very high grade 

.0rEd very finE g ra in and of excE llent flavor for which the touri-

s very fond and a cc ording to Ers CoynEr they hOpE to build up a 

his fancy pa ckagE sugar (or candy) • Both 1940 and 41 WEre bad yf_ 

sEason ,7as verv short - . 

•. r , Coyner omp loys 15 mEn stEady but at timEs during a heavy TU.'l 

h i gb as 30 ~En Gathe ring t 1'1a er, eu t t i nr;: \"ood a d f " h-~' n ~r~ng t .€ Iurnace. 

syrup and sugar i ndustry and hope 

l to produCl in good YEars from 3 to 5 , 000 gallons th E:n t h ey hop € to 

itb 
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th1a 1II1y thE grain was • Epfrat ed from the straw this wa_ known a8 

.:_~~~~~o_!utll all the grain was thr eshed in this manner until IB39 when 

a aacbine .. a. introduced in this county by WUliam Gibson nf Hunt.r8V1ll~. 

W.Va.This aacbine1E.. known as the "chetf piler ll this machine was operated 

by J esse Whitmerlt and John Galford lat e of Millpoint,the Greenbrier Bridge 

was built in IS5 4-56 by LemuE l CbenOl1€rth of Beverley this lj ridge has meant 

much to the development of Pocahontas County and to the growth of Marlinton 

as it is the largest shipping point in Pocahontas County serving a larger 

area. 

Pocahontas County haa had nany famous 80ns in th e formation and 

grcnrth of the count y as H'-C Mc!l~ill a native son who took 
- ." - - to the law prof_ 

• 
E:ssion in his early years twas on e of Pocahontas County IS 

deBtinguished cr_ 

iminal la.::r.er and lat er represent ed this district in the 
' Stat e .S~~,other 

attorneys were An~7 Pr1ce, 1.M_ MCClintlc,F.R Hill -ho 
- - " in his lat er years 

8ETVEd in the l egl s lature,A.p Edgar 
____ ~~ lawyer and Prosacut1ng Attorney :for a 

nuc.ber c4 YEars, in lat ex 
Years Pocahontas has put . 

out new lawyers in J.E Bu_ 
c klty and 4 . I Ooop er who .... 

a r e pr acticing at thi s 
t i me . Pocahontas County has 

t"W'1n brothtro t hat tbey Dhould. b e _ 
prou ci an d JUBt ly 

a c rv1ne: tb t. count!"" of Or 

BO) lo th e Sharp brothErB j 

on the b ch 118 Oi r ouit Judg e 

(nbr1 l r , Uonroc a.nd P . -OOu.uontaa 
and in 1936 ran 
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l'XSUCCfSs!ul rac~ for governo r of the stat e , wh l1e h is brother served 

cl.rll: of the cou rt and lat er serv Ed a s Sec retary of state. 

~:o man EVer l ived in Pocahontas County t hat 178.8 mo r E universally lov_ 

td tt>.an the latE' Squire L Br own who s erv ed as c l erk of the county court OOD-

t1nu.o\l.sly from rgS4 unt il t h e time of hi s dea t h 193 4 with the exception ot 

a tor::! served by the late ' O.J Mccart y . 

Olrb1n the largest town i n the upper Pocahontas was chartersd in I906 . 

1s the shipping and mercant ile center fo r the no rthern end of the county 

l&=gEly bui lt up by th e ta.,::nery a t Frank, Caas a l umbering t own below rurbln 

'tlLB brO".lght aboot by the l umbEring industry of Pocahontas County. Gr eenbank 

.& l'U.;.-al too.n in an agricultural section 
was the .home s of many of the plon_ 

fea at ? Ocahontas t hat migrat ed. across 
the Al l egheny ' s to erEct t ann("r1 6s,. 

~.t-m1118 and tbe l1ke ,as this section is famous 
fo r i ta fine quality 00_ 

bat ~8 one ot th 
e princi pal crops of our t d 

B ur y pioneers. 

Pocahant&1 county produced another 
favO~ite son tbat had much to do 

a.d't'a.ac =tnt and progres8 ot -r:-: 
the countY .thiS man 1s George W lleC L 

Wi t , 

o La. Un-(4 .1 7'(d,rra.l Ju<1gt or tb 
oouthcrn district of r. . Va .i'or 

• r; 

10 Ofn'l r of v ... t r Ilrm and a:;rulng lands 
fl' , 4 .' 1111,& • Jlhtr '" _____ nat produota mul 

nnd l(u~s .1.'1 ls_ 
t Ii t l U,J. ... UU . 
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pct< r L1 .. htnEr was thE builder of rhe first grist mill,this mill 

n B <rfctEd on Knapps Creek,this was quite an improv ement on the way they 

bad to _te meal before that ~ime as up to that time th ey used the hominy 

1>1ock and the hollOWed out log in T7hich they pounded the corn untU it was 

fine enough to bake' into bread. 

In thE early days a men by the name of John Harmes's began hauling , 

goods from staunton to Pocahontas County to trade ~o the settlers for their 

pElts,7Enison,ginseng etc .for uh ich th ey rec eived salt J coff ee ,polVder , lead, 

and. he alr-ays carried a pieCE: of calico this trading post was at Hunters·v_ 

1ile at the cabin of John Bradshaw,from t his f act the place b ecame known as 

~terBV111eJa ~ame l1b lch it has ever since r eta ined. It 
was no uncommon thing 

for tbe mErchants to make from three 
to four hundr ed p erc ent on dry goods 

&nd near bat a unt on groceri f s but 
short ly the Warm Springs- Huntersville 

Z"O&4 ... bu.1 1t then stores of Siz e a.n d 
i mportanc e ca me into EXistance namely 

411000 !&r low . J . O Loury & 
SOO , and loury &: D::>y l e . S e r e f or - .. - - ~----. , 

• OIlrrl on in tb ha 
= y years a thriving 

meD. and .a~~l ery business ,first by John 
1>y ~1 111a. r 1'1.18 nnd , : 

..,otly by tlll l 1a- GroB 

"r t ... · 1 1-I'0Il bt r "dy ' .... I 
'. & Sob . Before th e 

o OUr oount y ta11or1og wa s 

f r . I t in 
IIpb 11 Md Jolin" J am • Ho l den turnod 

Vt tb .addl r . a odly aha re ot 
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it \$S considfred good form for the bride t.o havE a new out-

fit ,hor sft,sad.dle , and bri dle and most of this vias made ·at h1.mtcrsvl11e at 

that time. 

Jack Tidd, William Dilley and G. " Ginger op£rated blacksmith shops 

et Euntel'svl11e a t different times . 

For a long sErifS of yEars noth i ng sEemed more flourish ing than 

the hostelry busin ess in conjunction with saloonlng,thfs was particularly 

true with one of the largest hote- Is at Hunt Ersv ille end was op erated SUCC €S B-. - -
ion by J .TIilliams.John Bussard.John Ho l dEn .porterf i e l d 7la lle.ce, I.e Carpenter 

Elld !' Campbell but nas burned in the fire of 1 85.,?Another hote l op Erated by 
- ~ 

:alll e.m G1baon,John F.aines and rav ia Hami l ton thi.B one was burn ed during the 

car . 

In:f'orrr:e.t ion-----c. Vi Prie E. lIa r linton. Vi . Va . 

Hi story of Pocahontas Co~tY J by William T Price. 

Rella F YEager . P.i llsboro . TI .Va . 

P.ardfa tys History And rncyc lopedia. 
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ThE. l1\T(stock 
cahontae County is its g reatest 1n~~stry in dustry of Po . 

this timE and the f sale of the same 1s the largest of money derived rom 

this l1vestock is bought by our local industry in the county,much of 

P EA ',:a.r of Hillsboro who buys and ships livestock buy€r and dEaler George '-"6 

cattle and shEEp not on ly frol::l this county but a ll the adjoining cOuntiEs. 

In traveling through the county on route 2I9 you will' s ee many he>rds 

of bE-ef' catt le and maIl)' flocks of sheep grazing in the bluegrass that 1s 

!ound so plEntiful in the Little Levels section, but today rrany of these beef 

cattle arE- being replaced by their slim sister the dairy cow as rrany farmers 

thrOl.l.Shout the county have taken to dairying either shipping their cream 'or 

B~1l1ng to e. truck from Ronceverte but today dairying 1s in its infancy in 

?oCE.hO:l~a6 County but shou l d be one of the leading industries in a fEW years 

a.a we have 1dfal c11n:;atlc condi t i ons a long Wit h abundence of bluegrass pas_ 

ture and a..q,le grain . Hogs are not as plent iful 
as in years past due to lack .I 

.-t thAt uae to 'be 80 p l entifUl €Spec ially b 
d ore the blight killed all 

:.1:.. c.bt.tn t ~rH. but tOday aome f 
armcrs are specializing 1n hog raising and 

"" . f t I.rae you wt11 :rind. trom 100 to 
150 hogs being fattened fo r the E'8.st_ 

1'&". '.eb fa ll froCl "1'& lD 
laT8 ly produotd at homc. A long about I 900 and 

~or " I 

.. Id h IIICHlr'j'. tn. about at ~111 tlnel o! t_ tic 8 wfn t ,,11d and 

tb 
"t14 h0Et 1n anoien t t.1mte , thf'y IM.de their 
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from the woods 
t and etc.therefore producing 

Eating mast ,worms ,roo 8 

ery little mast and very few 
mEat but timee have changed a s we have v 

t la e in the mountains. 
any hoga runni!lg a rg 

k high in th e product ion of both poult ry and 
pocahontas County ran B 

eggs and 11 fl k Of chickens on EVEry farm in the county most 
you find a sma oc 

, 

of which ar e general purpose or utility chickens but scatt er-Ed about through-

out the county you will find a goodly sized flock of layers and now and then 

a flock of show birds the latter b eing exhibited at both the Pocahontas Cou-

nty Fe.lr at Uarlinton and at the Greenbrier County Fair near Le.vlsburg in Gr-

EEDb rlEl' County .The income derived from t h e sa l e of chickEns and eggs pays the 

far.:flS grocery bi lls as a general thing. Most of t he live poultry go ing to Ph-

lladelphla Fa. and to Ba ltimo r e Md.and during the holiday season it 1s not llIl-

co::=.on to s ee from 300 to 350 coops of chickens g6:ing down on the train this 

~ca:l. several t houeand.e of dollars to the f armers of this section Each y ear. 

It i8 very convincing that th 1 e l vestock i ndustry is th e main indust ry 

of tbe county at th is time,this being a limest one sect i on 
and with the 11 me 

and pbo.;.ha.t e the.t 18 b(1.ng a.ppli ed in 
conn ection with the soil conservat ion 

t o produoe mo r and bctt f:' r livestock 

1. ,.ere to COt •• 1.t al""'ya hao b(at 
(\ oount y that prOduo<'d liv C"stook oL a 

rO;l'Uta tOl:' tb :t'nrmtr ,,111 n'3..k the land 

• 
• 
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~y hcrses are prodUced 
in pocahontas County, especially the c1raft 

or bEavy horae as 

in th e raising of 

road an d the automobile have caused a decaaee 
the hard 

tractor has done 1IIloh to out down saddle horses,but the 

f ._' .. horses on farms over the county. in th e numb ers 0 W'-tI.L ~ 

are found throughout the coun'ty most of which sevEral flocks of goats 

are used in clearing land,as they are great for eating and peeling 811&11 

end young growth timber and sprouts. 

The principal agricultura l products of Pocahontas County are oorn, oat a 

whea.t,bay,po t atoes,apples,peaches,grapes and rye in the approximate or.der 

named.At the present time the prodUction of Potatoes 1s getting considerable 

conSi deration as it haa been found that farmers of Pocahontas County can 

p roduc E: a quality potatoe Equa l to the ones shipped in from !laine and otb er 

pot ato p r?duclng states of the eaat,therEfore the potato acerage of the co

W'lty 10 growi ng Each y ear and w1 th prop er 
care we have yields of from 400 

to 500 bu.hel . of qua lity potatoes t 
mos of which are so ld within the state 

to ."a.C: at the larger hotel s d 
an restaurants. IlJ3.1nly at the Greenbrier Hotel 

at '::b1t< llu lpbu. Sp r1ngo Md t 
0. OOV i ngton Va.all b rlng lag tlIlrket prioe and 

J' '-at 1y 1n d lQl.QQ lUI th II e hot elo , ao 
they have 8 trnc1 that dE'nen ds the best. 

Po on \.n., 0 ........ . 
-""",,,loy 1 . not 

ft. Crain ooun t y a n 8h e do f a not pro duo e en_ 
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[, ,,-0. And IndUstry.e.G.e.pocahontas Co • 

• h£at to brEad her therefore she hes to depmd on outside suppliea 

for flou r.Today you find Hybrid com grol1ing in many sections of the 

county "here it use to be impossible in the day s of our pioneEr ancestom 

to get any U com to rip en at all,and this had to be on low land near 

the river,but today com ripens in any part of the county.lluch of the 

com raised in pocahontas is put in sil08 for winter f eed~ng.Oats are the 

principal crop of the mountainous sections of the county wh <r e it is rathr 

cool the eummer through as they do well in a cool c l1mate J the same as pot_ 

atoEB thel'eiOl'E the Williams RiVEr and Cranberry sections are good for 

potatOES and oats,and have been since the county was first settled. 

!n:fol""...ation_ii.Va.Geological Survey.By Paul Price. 

n.Va.News. Ronceverte.W.Va.By Edd Blake. 
Agr1cul.tural statistics. 

E.B call1Bon.~rllnton.~.Va. 
'W . O 1lcKewer Buckeye. I' 
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01' the sacred 
On thf living is to pres<rv£ m(-Cl

dut i Es resting 

tha
t bavE gone on before , an d tbey from. rough 

.. ortby citizfn. 

mEn .Tb ~ Sba\7TlfE I ndians p rOcfd€d the l?1-
• Durs e land,"'rlhos€ crops wer e 

in pocahontas County witb tbe actual use of hllnting g rounds,their 

"ere buried by their tribes in many localiti es of pocehontl.'.s County . 
these wEre mOWlds or indian graVES which are found near Buck~ye and on Elk: 

_---~ r 

RiVET then came the pioneers that were ,burled 1n a different manner as they-

---- • 
were buried in homE: made caskets then came the modern funeral director with 

tbe factory built casket and tbe mo dem funeral bome.One of the first to ha-
C 

nelle casket s was A.R Smith of Hillsbo ro who is near 90 years old he had the 

c 
boreE drawn VE-hickle th en there camE. to Pocahontas - -county ~~oth€r Smith that 

tool::: u? the same work h is name 1s Z S Sm th S • r,assisted by 'his son Clarence 

they have an up to date place in Uar linton taking over -as· :f th W . II 0 e uork in 

:tf ~~t1.ee A.R Smith was forced t 
o quit on account of a dvanced age. Walla.-

allac t havt a 'brunch at C ass \lith J . B .. e. " 
• 

SUtton in char ge .. 

110" 1! not ,,11 tbe cask~ 8 
'"' II USEd in the mountai nouB sections of 

count,. • l't cadc by 
carpcntc;ra and cabinEt makE rs 

namely r.ashlngton 

nt Hillsboro and many others' th_ 

lu.rtl) r w .... 
~~ Out on tb 1 

. () c1 \\p-and c10\m mill. 

1nto bh 
OWl ty . SO:tl o:! our cfmf't_ 
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startfd as fa."'I1l 1y plote , som£ thE rE-sults of Indian ra1ds,tbe 

t overlooking the t01'1Il of IIarl-
and bost kept is l!t . Vi'''' o.m. ery 

l':h icb is owned by tbe town. 

pocahontas County 1s known as a r ecr eational section as tourists 

from allover the Un it ed StatEs visit and pass thi"ougb the county each ye_ 

a.r and to take care of thESE. 'tourist s out in natures paradise tourists cab-

• , . 
ins have beEn erected along all tbe l Eading highways Xli so they will be aroay 

. 
fro::: thE. bEat and noisE of the cit ya and towns ,th€ee cabins are lit by e l ec_ 

tric1ty the northern part of the county by the '1€st PEnn while the lower ' 

part of th ~ county 1s served by the Virginia public Service you find thes e .... -
cab1..n s on Droop Mcuntain,made of' pine 1 01':.'6 a t ~ Droop Camp filling station , 

at S1Uaboro Geor ge Bartho lomEw has up to dat € cabine just out side the town 

Uc:i1t.s , e.t 2uckeye i1 . i1 Grahan has c bl a ns some finish ed - ith nat i ve " atone that 

are cool 10 SU!ruUEr and. war m 1n Winter other cabins are found on Knapps Cr--
1ft. and OD 11k at L. O Sharps . 

In £ .. t1:18 nt'lay f l'om the swelt el'ing 
heat requires 1c ~ co ld soft dr-

4. "but a.r "(lett n.nd d lotl'ibut ed, b 
y ,~_._J_~~son and h i s son Walter th£)o 

only bot 11D8 "ork. 1n th 
OountyX known ns ~rllnton 

_.:.::.;.~~~::o:.:r1:~~ .:.... _1 ~ b ... It. r.,. f 
::-: ~ ILnCS" ".11 ruok hey oupply thf' county a s , , . . ..... 

ht oount y 1ally 1n th ~ bot 



IN lJJS"lRY • S . G. S . HILLSBORO . FOCARO!:TAS CO . 

~ul:TP's ,a!ltl :, llbur Sharp rrat<s ice cr(ar" that is soltl l ocally anti 

his plac' of businESS . 

G£O!'SE BnrtholomE\7 owner of The Feed Be.g,tbat serves mealsJsElls 

;;asoline anti &i1 and has a number of cabins,IJr.Ba rtho lomEW is a wood workEr 

and cabinet maHr a. he has a work shop in the rear of the filling stat i on 

whue he uak€s all sorts of furniturE and noveltiEs IIRde of ,wood,lnlay work 

<?y amy d
f
sl gns and many kinds of TI'ood , these artic l es find ready l.B sale as 

the tourist trade buys hie Entire output consist i ng of fancy tab l es , tab le ls.-

t::pB end mny other oddit ies IIB.dE of noed that i s produced here in pocahontas 

co:.:nty , sales f rom his products run. high espeCially during the touri st season . 

Eand1craft is rather undeveloped in Pocahontas County as the CO\IDty 

,rocblC€S barks Buitable fqr weaving basket s and other novelti es that are madE 

~::. bark, t h is coul d be nadE' one of thE' l eading industries of the county ,Pu~ 
• 

e to la~k. at r.(.av £:1' S of knol71 edge in 17 €av ing it is und~v€loped at the pre_ 

• t.. ~UC . Ineom<. ot consi derabl e siz e could b e made d i ur ng the summer or to-

rl'~ ~ ~( .ta.on by 1 at ling craft made from bark a l ong our main highways and 

lr.· • lon. locat <.4 throuehout the oounty . Pocahontas has Irany old ant-

4 t allra trom out of th El tat buy what th ey 

t r t\av r 4. I d ,e \ 
• __ ..:....:.:..:.:: .. o . ab 1« 0 h --. 10 n.ll'a , l'toodcn b td Dt ~adB, o ld sp--, I i ana any h 

o tr tLl'tlo1 o UI d 'by out' ford athcl's,8ome 



CO::.>:rROI & INlllSTRY, S .G. S. POCAHOllTAS COU!:TY . 

county havE roorr.G furn i shEd i n o l d ant iquEs. ThE Pr1ce • 

./nn8 Hunter ,T.S tLcN€€1 and lIrS Dr lJc Outcheo!: a r e gat::Erers of th1s 

In t~ e count y . ;.;uch of ",h i e:: 1< exhib ited at the Pocahontas County 

i n the 014 t i me exhibits which attracts more att ent10n than any other 

rrade of wood are mad E: from b la.ck walnut or cherry from 
.-~ . 

th e first sett l ers of Pocahontas COll.Tlt x and hav e bE€n in use all down t h r o_ 

ugn thE: YEaTS.In t alking to somf: of our o l der people "~ d di i co.u S CUS B ng these 

o ld reli cs · they say they bring back r ecoll ections that ar e very dear to 

th E:!:; as t h e.-1r parent s and gran dpar ents u s ed thes e articles when they sett_ 

led. the wilds of o l d Pocahontas . 

So be it sai d t hat the. e art i c l es so h i gh ly cheriched today 17 E're 

t l! . h:p li t:ent s and f urniture a 
rOUnd Which sta rted t h e growth f th a . e count y . 

W ormtion--_-G.B Bar t h 10 o mew . H1 l l sboro iJ Va 
Rella F y ) I . • eag er . II .. 
T. e WoU ( 1 

L!lI.r lint on . w. V 0. . 

C. Ii Prio • 
" , , {( 

I 
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So~u- ce C. 1J pricE Marlint on. W.Ya. Dc.te Filed 
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t; . Va. GEologica.1 survey ElT Paul p ric €. 

""rdeBtys F.istory ,property Of Rella Yeager. 



And In dust ry. Semu( 1 0 Smith Hillsboro. ,: . Va .Pocehonta. Co . 

l1kt on onion,cach spring tbtsE: arE dug and Bold to thE p<opl( of 

~lBO to pEoplE- from sEctions that do not produc( th(m,thEy art con-

a d( Ileac}' by many propl€. B.nd faeh spring many sa cal l Ed Ramp rfunions 

throughout thE: county and statE. 

A!uch fruit is producE:d in pocahontas County C.J Richar dson OiiYlS what 

16 moy,n as thE: fruit farm which is locate-d nEar thf GrH.nbrilr RivEr abovE. 

!..arllnto:l,thls orchard consists of from 40 to 50 acrE'S of trEES end each yEa r 

this fruit 1s pickEd and sold locally in and around Marlinton another orchard 

of s1z~ is found on thE McC lintic Farm on Swago Cr eEk near B ke € th uc y e acrragE 

:rHs is from 35 to 40 a.erEs the fruit is sold locally. 

?oce.hontae County p roducEs Cranb €rrys on CranbErry River this section 

CL: td i n tb( w~BtErn part of Pocahontas was onCE knoml as the 71i ldErrHs s or 

1:.4s of poee..honte.s th is glade- is cut up into 11 sma E"r onEs name-ly thE big g ladf 

4 <, Lone Glad.C , Round Gla dt a nd Little Glade with ttl a 0 a acerag€ of 100 
" 

.. t. :. ruly this lust onE b ig g ladE conta i ning f rom 250 to 300 acres of de E'p 

• 
O'ff rt,.rown 1n oom( plac(e , , . 

\,,:,ith a thickEt of shrubbf ry and othe rs carp- I 
1, pi r pa n o o.rta of fQunl ext cnt in i,' . Vn. . \1b lch 1s of g r -

tor Ho lnt lu tno 
on ,., t l' 1lo\7 nor on 0\0 interesting to th£ 

• '0,. On Ciooun 
or ito v r1c4 forml ot pltu1t nn 01=.0.1 li:fe 

It f 1t"'atlon at ~~, ) . 400 abov ( a a l <vcl a t 



r e' & Tna.ustry S~mull G Sm ith p.i llBboro . 7: .~a. Poce.hontas County • 

• ,ctions of Jiocahontes County as TI< l1 a B by somE from out-

of it , BO'" a rt sold nd " hEn put "\'lay in thE mOSB from thE gladES "ill 

I"P /l considErab le hngth of timE thiB section was oncE in on< of our dEnsE 

and undisturb'd fo rEsts but vms cut ovEr by Warn LumbEr Co.and BinC < bHn 

t.u;;ht by thf stat< and put into a national forEst and gam. rEsErvE as this 

slet ion bas. much ga.m€ as 17€- 11 as trout fishing ~trE.amB savE.for the timbEr 

:bE rfSourc€.s of this sEction a rE undevElopEd and with the Marlint on,Millpo-

bt to Richnood road that hae b€.En and is bf::£ngbuiilt by the f ede:ral govern-

=E:lt by ft <iE:ra. 1 p risonErs it is hopEci this sEction of Pocahont~s \71 11 bE op-

(~I;d up . i n tbE neal' future and its rEsoure Es dEve-lop€d. 

s rEams aving pocahont as County has many f ish streams the, larger t h 

:.otb la:r,z (. and sJ:ra ll mouth ... bass and Pik E.. i7h il e t hE smller st rfams ha.VE both 

Ereot and ?a1nbow Trout a long '71th thE B T rmm rout in somE st r €'ams to keep 

:. t.t- .t.y(e.r:.s etocktd e. Fi sh HatchEry was built bEtwHn ldray and Onoto just 

#';.ow \t. ! old lLo l.Q.u h 11 C n Spring and here thousands of trout and other fish a r£ 

eb f'd ~nd t {d to a 0 rta1n aizt.. I then they are distri but ed throughout thi s 

·'·~lM. o! t. f .-t ,t{ i n OU r looal otr o.mo , b<'cauDC' of it s f i ne f ishing streams 

"Y at ' b , out dO . 01 unCi oport1ns olnoa vis it po cahontas 

r(ft. var1 t ty ot r((9,shrubo 

lDO\.:JltD,ln etr( . , acor". o:f' ler f' 

~ 
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springs and numErous fairyland cavE r ns affords us SCEnic c; randCUr 

.;::surpassed and should be recognizEd as another of our most important nat-

urnl rPsourc(s. 

If thEse resourcEs are wisely dE:veloped and IVizely utilizEd "hich 

inci dentally is true conservation,the peop le of Pocahontas County Vlill havE' 

a br i ght and prosperous future. 

Informat ion. Calvin t1 Pric€: 1':arlinton. W. Va • 

• . ,"a . GEological Survey . By Paul Price. 

A. \:' !.!.c~;eill BuckEy e.W.Va. 

Pocahontas T im' s. ~ay 15/41 
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f ? cahontas County conV€DEd l1arch IS22 at 
The f lrst county court 0 ~ 0 

ualifying were John JordaD,Valllam poag, 
e hou.e of John Bradshaw those q 

Jam •• Tallman , Robert 
'e poag:t Eenjamin Tallman , John BaXt or and Geo-Gay,Georg , 

la on John Jordan became the first sheriff of the 
rge ~\lrner a 11 tt lE t er 

county undEr a ~30.000 . 00 bond with Abraham and Isaac McNeel as his bondem-

en,Josiah B<ard was appoint ed c l erk of the court his wo rk speaks for its 

self and Sampson L Ue.thews was recommended and appoint ed a s surveyor of la.n-
, 

de, ::lll1am Hughb was appo int ed constable of L1 tt le Lev els and James Coop er 

",,"s appointed constable for the upper end of the county now Greenbank Oistri-

ct . Travls Ii PE"rk1ne opened up a house of entertainment thus he became the 

first botel proprietor in Pocahontas County . 

The first tE-rm of court convEnEd -n1(oy 7 • w = ,Io22 and the first grand 

jury t hat ever sat in a body for Pocahontas County were the following pers-

CUB sa:::uel rn.ugherty,foreman,John !looney G ' ) €Qrge Kty,John Johnston,Joseph Fr-

( 4,:a:'8 Grimes , Jamee Bridg S 
er, amuel l7augh ,Henry Herold,James Lerr1s,John Gr-

• ,.,~rr18 p~£hB,nl11lam Slal An r, drew l) Edmi t S on ,Sanruel HogsEt ,JamE"s Mc eel" 

~llia. , 1,John Uoor~ lant 
I Y lockrldge , Jonatban Griffin , and Abrahao S<nb, , til pQ.v Cd th 

l7tl.y f or OUr p r Co cnt oourt . • 

• na:rad tor th 

• torn .. t OUt thf yt r 

dAu htCl' ot n Pot':'batan , bf'l' rEa l 

95,about 1612 uht , B \-l sit lng 



s a S EILlBBORO." .VA.POCAHONTAS co. 
:"O~L:rRCI AN D TN DUSTRY . • • • • 

i 
and it Vias a t this time sh~ was ent-

chid of thE potomaC Ind ans . 
t-.- ' 

sb e was tak EO avcay by captain A(;!l.l1 and so sh e 
her on board a boat and 

and married John Rolf e. 

compass in the GreEnbriEr valley was John 
The first DRIl to carry a 

t ettl in Little LEVels was col. John McNeel who came to 
L ... is/and tbe fi rs s er 

this country thinking he had killed a man in the Maryla.nd.-'lirginia section but 

after locating in Littl~ Levels and e~.ecting a cabin and out hunting he Came 

upon Cherles and James Kinnison from where th e fight took place and informed 

him thE: n:en had not died and in fact not ,serious ly Vlounded,thl s was great re-, 

lief for him and he bEgan to open up the vast wilderness that later became the 

garden spot of Pocahontas County,these men and their wives were buried 1n the 

!!c!i Eel cemetery just north of Hillsboro. 

Huntersville the county seat for many years was laid out in I82I 
" 

and shortly boasted of two general mer cantile stores ',th,e county buildings, 

a l:.otel a postoff lc e and one n€l7s paper the Pocahontas Ti mes all of which 

.. e-re ma'1ed to llarlinton which b(S t ' 
arne he countysea.t 1n lat er years. 

The f'11'ut Bet:tlere 1n Edray 
District Was Marlin and Sewell who er_ 

~td &. Ctlb1n n!'ar the p rc8lnt 
Bite of Greenbrier Bridge in 1749 t his loca-

until to<l&y" t Iud 
a town ot nCur 1, 600 Population . 

!n t (. t tly c:.YI 
-ra1n r. u th r'ohcd both by th flail nnd by tbe 

c! 

or t:l()r f that w r 1'r peh ly shod 
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Smith EillEtb oro . ';: . Va . pocah ontas CC . 

to oupply 

Industry . zen,u t. l G 

it to t h e rest of t t' € vlh tr( leurel doEs not gr-thEe IS a . 

pocahontas Production of tVErgrE f ns and Count y ranks high in th< 

ytar 
timE and truck£d to thE" towns aany of thE-sE arE. cut at Christmas 

t treES of thesE the Sp rucE is eltiE's of of W. Va. and Bo l d as Chri s mae 

m~Bt dfslrab l e. ,they art found on hig·h ElEvation EspEcially on Ch Eat 1.'1;. 
r _ ,u 

SpruCE th S ections of h i gh a ltitudE most ly found Knob,Black Mt. and man y 0 t r . _._, 

on t hE Yo rtb W' fstt r n pa rt of thE' cQunty,many of our little Spruce: find their 

1I&y to Cha rlEcston a bout Chri s t rr.a s time . 

poca hontas 1s notEd for i ts wi l dflowers coming early in thE' spring 

...a.c1 at.ay i ng until late in the fe ll many of thESE arE dug Each yEar and so ld t o 

lld!'lo1:cr lov ers ovEr thE' stat€. Uany of th E ri ch yrood1a.nds of Pocahontas grOn 

-

"lr .. ,1lt. ~dCbldcn Sfa l t hESE: t170 plant s in y E: a r s gon €by '7 fr€' the mEan s of living 

tor cany of our moun ta. i n pEop l «: as thousands of dollars MXworth of thesE roots 

• • r • .4 '. eb ytOT' 1n thl 17 11ds b €a i d's the tamE 0nd 1 
u cu t i va t Ed pat ch es that . ,. t Cit:n4 .atttl'l4 OV r 

he oounty thf g1n 8 ~ng is JiiNA 
mostly sEnt to ..:3: ian v.-her e 

4 f 1n 0 lil t d.lo1n( tb t ... .4lnto ".l\ d 
.. .. roots ar c Se.thEl."f'd lOaah yfp 

.r 
th Un 1n nnkln IUldl 1ne, F. .C 0 1 £ now 

' rly of .c. 0 
', . ~t\ " "'hG un h trb o tOl' thftt usrd 

I o t,Of l 

I 10< . 

" . ol..'flt 

o 
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